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Arboretum Perch
Gains Bird's-Eye
View of Redwings

By VIVIEN HONE

The lowly redwing blackbirds
are adding more . than a dash • of
color to -the University of Wl«-
consln «rboretum. . .

Their , fighting, mating,, rough
cackle, and raising of families In
the cattails of '.he arboretum
marsh are going to add up to a
Ph. D. thesis J :• • Robert Nero,
university graduate student -in zo-
ology. .

"They're fine birds — I like
them," Nero says of the redwings.

Thc fledging .scientist spends
much of his time atop a 15-foot
observation tower looking down on
the domestic .doings of a black'
bird flock, some 42 birds.

Started In '48
Nero started his birdwatchlng in

the marsh of the university's 1,-
200-scre wildlife sanctuary In 1948.
His -project, to learn the behavior
patterns of the redwings will/when
completed form the basis for
his thesis.

Behavior patterns have been es-
tablished for only a relatively few
birds, Nero claims, and the red
wings were selected for the uni-
versity study because their habit
of living together makes possible
obscrvat: n of many birds in a
limited area. •

"In a way you try to under-
stand the psychology of the kind
of bird you're working with,". Nero
explains. "You're dolnjr this for
two reasons—to understand be-
havior patterns of birds as a whole
—to understand those of the indi-
vidual species."

Redwings are particularly inter-
esting, Nero thinks, because of the
chummy actions of the males at
some
Uides at others.

Males get together In
the non-breeding

Robert Nero, graduate student at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin spends much of his time atop
this wooden observation tower, watching the red'

tables are turned on Nero and the observer be-
comes the observed.

This redwing uses Nero's tower for a singing

To identify his birds the young zoologist must. live-trap the
redwings and colorband them. He has thus far colorbanded 300
birds. Nero is shown here tramping through the reeds with his
bird traps.
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winged blackbirds in the University Arboretum perch when the zoologist Is not around and Is
and wildlife sanctuary. frequently on hand to watch the graduate student

The young zoologist is trying to learn the be- as he wades through the cattails toward his airy
havior patterns of the redwings. Occasionally the station.

one male's territory into the terri-i constantly trying to find a spot
lory of another male, or the trans- and to hold It.lory
fer of a dummy female from one

'; their unMend." ,t* teflon; to another .re examples
of Nero s machinations,

groups: Identification of individual birds
season, is done by color bandlnir and Nero

tend to stay apart during the mat-
ing period by each holding his own

' During theestablished territory,
non-breeding seasons

has marked more than 300 birds
In this manner in the 'last four
years.

males and| Thc rociwings must be live
females move in separate flocks. t,.appeci fj rst, then labeled with one

a se-
Thcse patterns are not true f°rjpel.mancrit metal band and
all birds, the scientist points out. coiorerj celluloid ones from

It Tikes Time
Probably averaging onco every

other day during the longer period
March through August and at least
once a c." y during April 1, Nero
sloshes through the reeds and
climbs the weathered boards to his
>latform post.

In the April-May months he can
nvc a bird's-eye view of the red-

wings as they chor-c partners, es-
tablish homes, and produce more
of their own handsome breed. The
Tdult males arc a bold, glossy
jlack and have bright crimson
patches edged with buff on the
u'ings. The females have n gentler

You notice this when you study
.iny one species and special indi-
viduals. Someone is always wait-
ing to take your place,"

was a student nurse from Nero's
home town, Milwaukee.

In the years since then, Nero,
pushing on toward the Ph. D., has
been one of that valiant GI clan
which manages on small funds and

things then," the scientist student
says, "but I was always out."

If Nero isn't "always out" now,
it is because he must sometimes be
in at the university zoology muse-
um in t'uc basement of Birge hall.
He is curator of the museum,,has
the responsibility for making re-
search Collections of birds and
mammals'.

He must prepare, cave for, and
catalogue these and do the same

The pressures to which Nero in smaller quarters to satisfy theiwith research collections of rpp
himself has been subjected in the!duties of husband and father and|tiles. fi.ih, amphibians, and mol- ly
world of men disappear when he's ' thc demands of scholarship. ' lusks gathered by others in 'the fo
in the marsh absorbed in the do- (Nero and family live at the department. Professional zoolo- ly

lection red, green, yellow, blue,
and white.

Variation of color combinations
with the metal hand and with
variation of their distribution on
the birds' legs, left and right, pro-
duces an accurate system of iden-
tification, i

Thus a bird coded in Nero1?!
notes as RBYX is one with a red,1

celluloid over a blue one on the!
left leg, a yellow one over the!
metal band on the rich! leg. j

Asks Protection |
The zoologist t h inks it is a p i l y i

that his marsh fr iends arc not pro-'

ings of the birds.
"It's like colnf back to the fa-

miliar characters of an old book,
hut finding them each day In new
situations," he says.

Bob Nero, veteran of World War
II. entered the university in 1946
graduated with his first degree in
1949, and enrolled in marriage

| University's East Hill Trailer
Camp. The older of two children
is just three). <

"My wife deserves the credit
for managing the family affairs,"
N'ero acknowledges readily.

Began As Child
The 29-year-old veteran's inter-

est in zoology began in childhood.

gists don'l do all the collecting for
this unique museum. Wisconsin
citizens, students outside the f ie ld,
and the Wisconsin Conservation
Department send a steady flow of

"We keep coilectinr specimens
of Wisconsin species so that we
can understand what we have in
the state. And in a way we're like
a library—anyone working serious-
ly in toologic«l research cm bor-
row specimens from us."

It is a beginners' course in taxi-
dermy to watcli Nero deftly skin

ja dead bird, powder the moist in-
side of the pellage with borax,
stuff the limp bundle of feathers
and shape it in to something strong-
ly resembling a live bird, wrap the
'orm in cotton batting, and final-

lay it away.
He's Off Again

That one is the last for the
afternoon. It's time to go to the
marsh again, and (lie live speci-
mens \vlio are teaching Boh Nero

that same June day. His bride] "I wasn't very scientific about'museum.

contributions to the campus rc-ja thesisful by just living.
pository. | "Wonder if old GRGX's last

The curator explains his duties jycac's mate came back to him
further in the services of the [today," he says as he turns the old

(Plymouth south.

''The Dp?ith of ...~, ,.,..„ - —
Gonrge Murphy . 'Dancers." "For - t h e Very Hrst

7 p.m.—Radio Theater < W B B M > : ' T i m e " ami "The World Has

'"y "roles ITn,!P'5:31nSp.m. - Club 15 I W B B M ) : rore"Vumir«d 'after lhe"sun"i,jk™v ̂  .̂  ^^ ^^

coloration—striped tan-brown with;
pinkish overtones. • . . . „„ , , „,,

I Often Nero Is in thr marsh be-ibirris7 >>? **ks- ^ n u ""• -vnu
i _ ,, _ i\_ _ , i utinu* nf»v rf

create

Want to RO shooting lilark-
asks,

hc.v're classed us vrrmln

"Room for One More," story o f . Bob Crosby and -Gisele MacKen-
Kenrrous home-sharing wi th par -1 '/.ic sing "It's A Sin to Tell A Lie

chi ldren .
7:30 p.m. — t'rimr Ones Not '

Pay iWlSCi; how "Tho Bic Book"!

' n n r l "Be A n y t h i n g , But Be Mine.'
! 7 p.m. — Show Train ( W I B A ) :

- ' i ih Gordon
Kirstcn sing'

"One Kiss."

star, sing "Snmc Oay".
Song" from "Faust," ancl

drm-ri. . .
Hr manages t ranspor ta t ion toian '1 sparrows.

.md from Ilic bird world in a 19331 Yet most scientists agree, ac-
cording to Nern, tha i , (lie b i fds ;
nrc genera l ly more benef ic ia l t l i a n
In jur ious lo ninn's vvolfarr . They

,„„,.. „...,. , „.,. cat tremendous quan t i t i e s of in-
more modern'donation,"! sects ancl do only local r inmagp in

Up Doesn't Hide : areas where huge flocks occasion-.
No especial attempt is made liy |al l .v descend on crops of green

N«rr> to conceal himself from the; corn,
redwings. i These close-ups of bird l i f p

Plymouth, "one .of the oldest cars
on the campus, a sedate looking
buggy" which the zoologist makes

'

"They don't seem to mind me
the observer says of be-I n - V n d h e 8 p.m. - Great Artists (W1BA.; ™UC|IL thc °^c!'ve!' s^s ol^-

sinews rivalry Lueile Cummings. contralto, guest <»C observed, but of course Nero
" w e e n two soloist, sings "Ah! Mon Fils." ".An- sets troubled responses (and he is
i w e e n t w o ™'u-. l l .; „ , ,,o, w_ , very eager to watch these) when

others. me Lauilc . anci un, «nai a *„,'!„, ..,•(„.,„•.„- ,,„ mini,.
h e
brothrr

10:31) p.m. —
W o m a n of the
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GRANT

Y e a r
George
sports
(!;ibblcs in in te r -
na t iona l politics

and atomic energy and winds up
with a headl ine b.wball sim-y.

11:30 p.m. — Proudly We Hall
i WISC': "A H i n g of Stars," story
of Betsy Ross and the m.'iking of
the first American f l ag for George
Washington.

+ * *

Beaut i fu l City."
8:30 p.m. — Bandof America

i W I B A > : salute fou r th nnnivcrsar.Vjol^1 'vf>-
nf Mi l i t a ry Ai r Transport Serv- _|j

he creates situations he might
otherwise have no opportunity to

w t ' i t c r!! ice; play "Heroes of tlic Pacific.
"The A m e r i c a n Salute" and!
"French Nat ional Def i le March."

9 p.m.—FM Concert I W H A - F M ' :
"I'iano Concenn No, 3," by Bee-
thoven.

The introduction of a nest from

especially and other wi ld l i fe in-
cidentally have given Nero an in-
tense sense of the stresses ancl
strains that operate in the na tu ra l :
world. j

"There's a terrible pressure in
nature," he says.
lions, the struggle

"The
for nesting

places, the number of new birds

WFOW-FM

Documentary
9:05 p.m. — The People Act

(WKOW): story of a remarkable
and dramatic Ins t i tu t ion, the store-
front churches of New
crowded East Hnrfem.

York's

„ ,, .
Religion

10:1S p.m.— Your Pastor
( W I R A i : the RPV. Arnold Lehman,
St. Bernard's Ca tho l i c church .

* + »

Music
7:4.1 a. m. — Gporjir Morgan |

(WIBA): "Riddle cic Didciic AC
Day," "Slowpoke" and 'Must A
Petal from a Faded Rose."

8 a.m.— Breakfast Club (WISO
Peggy Leo Is four th and f i n a l
songstress guest on Don McNeils'*
show.

11 ».m.— Jack Berch (WISC): a
salute to an arthri t is victim who
organized shut-in club of 200 mcm-

.
5 p.m. — Music of the Masters

12:23 p. m. — Baseball ( W I N D ) :
St. Louis vs, Chicago.

4:55 p. m.—Baseball Roundup
(WE.VR): Frankic Frisch begins
news scries nf late afternoon base-
ball programs.

5:45 p, m. — Sports Parade
(WIBA): Frit/. Wegner previews
Madison supper baseball program.

I 7:30 p. m. — Baseball (W1SC-
F'M): Chicago vs. St. Louis.

! + * +

I I a. m.—Contemporary Trends
'WHA>: "The Moslem East; Dawn
of Nationalism," Richard Hart-
shorne, dcpt. of geography.

' A. * *

Farm Programs
12:30 p, m. — Farm Service
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7.1)0 Now*
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7:15 WcHUlrr Report

! 7:25 Bond Proirram
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: 7:^5 Layman's Cull to Prayer
7:60 Ynwn Patrol
7:58 Wcnthcr Report
B:OJ News
8:07 Clockwntchem
8:30 Wcnthcr Report
H;33 clockwatchers
P.-OO Slam Sine
11:30 Dnnco Band

10:00 Mornlnit Musicnl Variety
111:30 Honm of Ymterday
11:00 Old Timers Hull
11:30 Navy Bund
11:45 Sacred Heart Program
12:00 News
i2:05 Noontime Prallcji

1:00 Music to LUt.cn to
2:00 Dnncc Rand
2:30 Little Show
3:30 Dnncc Band
4:00 Juke Box Jamboree
4 :l.t Jun Gnrber
4:30 Easy Listening
5:00 Children's Storytlmn
5,is Jerry of tho Circus
3.30 Off the Record
5:55 News
fi-M Musical Menu
6:15 Bud McElroy

(WIBA): "Save Some Sows fori s 30 Musical Menu
Early Flaw Next Spring," Prof.; I™ !&*?„•?,„ B!no
Robert Grummer, head of the; R:15 University of Wlaeoniln Band
swine dcpt. of the College of Agrl-,' j|:3tf Piicknw New Records
culture. University of Wisconsin. S:M sharpen Your Win

+ * •»•
Children's Programs

4:45 — Uncle Dick (WISC):
"Woody Woodpecker."

9:30 Bryan Duncan
!):« Cliff Steward
0:53 News

10:00 Tex Boneke
10:13 Lynn Murray
10:30 Ralph Flanagan

10:15 Horace Heldt ,
11:00 One. Oh four mid One Club
12:00 SlBn O f f

WHA and WHA-FM j
570 Kc.—R8.7 aieEJ.

MONDAY
A.- M.

V:0f) Farm Program
7:30 Bund Wacon
7:-l5 Morrtlnff Ncwa
7:53 Wcaiher Report
8:0!) MornliiK Melodies
fl:15 Program Review
8:16 MornlnR Melodies
8:30 Survey or Russian iJtcnHure
!):M Music
0:30 Afield with Ranger MAC
I):SO Markets

1(1:00 Hornemnkers Pronrnm
lfl:3ff Concert rtlrs

,10:45 Views of the Hewn
j 11:00 Contemporary Trends
Ml.'30 Program nrvlew
1 r. M.
'12:20 New«

12:30 Fnrni Proi;rnm
1:00 Chnpter a Dny
1:30 Radio Al rnnnf l c
1 -50 Music
2:00 BDKlnmilK Spanish
2'3n Music You Want
3:00 Juv rnUr Dpl lnciuenry
3.-.50 Aflisle
4:00 -A Look (it, Australia
4:15 Just for Fun
4.',10 Music of tho Masters
5:30 UW Show
5:45 News
5:50 PrOBrnm Review
5:50 ProRrnm Review
6:00 Teach. Procurement Documentary
6:30 Dinner Munlcnlc
7:00 Mcntnl Hcrtitli

KM ONLY
7:15 Views of the News
7:30 Ornni) Classics
8:00 Cooper Union Forum
0;0o PM Concert

10:50 NlKht News
11:00 Sinn Off

Where else
can you buy
so much for
so little ?

At your service
24 hours a day
for 1001 uses—

to call your doctor

—report a fire

•—summon help

—order foci

—call a service man

to make reservations

— cancel reservations

—check train or plane time

—check on the weather

—call a taxicab

If It's for the Office
---Jones Has It!

Madison s Most Complete Of f ice Outf i t ters

• Typewriters and Adding Machines
• Off ice Furniture and Supplies
• Safes and Files

Complete Typewriter & Adding Machine Service

it If* «or* Uiia 19" klfk..>
Id too Ufk. Alk ui why,

JONES
T|f|i«if>Hfer«Bufifleif Furniture Co.
506 Stll* Strut Dill 5-6758

SAVE TIME!
SAVE DOLLARS!

, . . S«t Hit man
who knows how

—make a sale

to call the grocer

—call the butcher

—call the plumber

—order supplies

to make a date

—plan a get-together

—congratulate someone

—cheer the folks

—greet a friend

—express regrets

—comfort the sick

to make an appointment

—cancel an appointment

—arrange a meeting

—get information

to trade recipes

—visit with a friend

or, to help the nation in
any emergency

W I S C O N S I N
T E L E P H O N E

C O M P A N Y

Ttn Thousand Wisconsin Pnont Folkt,
Working Always to Stm Wlwntln ftfftr

V


