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The Listener Talks Back

Why Shouldn't Good Music Be Fun?
By WILLIAM L. DOUDNA

(State Journal Music Editor)
Maybe the big city boys are right, but

I'm ag'in 'em on this.
Metropolitan music and radio critics time

and again have gone after some of radio's
musical programs for their lack of unity,
coherence, etc. Their attacks have been on
such shows as the Monday night NBC pro-
grams at 7:30 and 8—"Concert Hour" and
"Great Artists." They could get Robert Mer-
rill's Sunday afternoon programs and several
others on the same grounds.

These grounds are simply that the music
Is too varied. There Is no common denom-
inator in the programming. The critics howl
because they hear "Sweet Little Jesus Boy"
and Rachmaninoff in the same half-hour.

So they hear them. But so do a lot of
other people. And it's these other people I'm
interested in ... these listeners who are at-
tracted by a great name, a familiar piece,
or the accident of time, and hear good music.

One must judge any radio program pri-
marily on the basis of -its purpose. If it's
news, it should have news and that's all. If
it's comment, it should be comment and not
mere reflection of some other person's views.
If it's for education, it should educate. And
if it's for entertainment, it should entertain.

There are other factors, of course — this
is only the basic one, the starting place for
study and analysis.

Now, my contention m regard to these
popularized concerts is that they are pri-
marily designed for entertainment. And most
of them succeed.

That, I'm afraid, is what throws the
metropolitan boys into a dither.

They don't think a musical program should
entertain. Maybe not—but it can, and these do.

Since these broadcasts are for entertain-
ment, they attract listeners who would seldom
if ever spend two hours with the New York
Philharmonic-Symphony, or an hour with the
NBC Symphony.

' These listeners get a taste of symphony,
opera, concert. And many of them will find
they like good music, after all, and eventually
will become steady listeners to the very shows
the critics think they should hear exclusively.

That, gentlemen, is good.
* * *

There's a good deal of criticism, too, about
giveaway shows.

All of it comes from people who have
never won anything.

And I have yet to hear of a radio critic,
or for that matter, a radio editor who won
anything.

* * *
And speaking of that brings up Ralph Ed-

wards, a man who. gives away plenty. He
has a show called "This Is Your Life," which
ends v.-ith awards to the subject of the biog-
raphy presented each Tuesday night.

Dear Ralph:
Why not choose a radio editor for "This

Is Your Life?"
"You might pick one who has been at It

about 21 years.
Since you're going to be in the Mid-

west soon, maybe you ought to pick a Mid-
western one.

For biographical details of a guy who
could use some of the moola, I refer you to
this address:

"Mrs. William li. Doudna, 232 S. Owen
Dr., Madison 5, Wis."

Highlights ot Today's Radio Broadcasts, Classified
Religion \

9 a. m. — National Radio Pulpit'
(WMAQ): Dr. Ralph W. Sockman |
on "The Fate of the Forgiving"
. . . Church of the Air (WBBM):
Pres. G. T. Vander Lugt, Central
college, Pella, lo. . . . Message of
Israel (WISC): Rabbi L I. Mann
on "Overlooking the Ob\'ious."

10:30 a. m. — Hour of Faith
(WISC): the Rev. J. E. Muldoon
on "Soldiers of Prayer."

11:30 a. m. — Ave Maria Hour
(WISC): "Marquette and Joliet."

5 p. m. — C a t h o l i c H o u r
(WMAQ): "How to Build Charac-
ter." * * *

Discussion
10:15 a. m. — N e w s m a k e r s

(WBBM): word picture of Judge
Harold R. Medina.

10:30 a. m. — Reviewing; Stand
(WKOW): "Can We Make Adop-
tions Safe?"

11:15 a. m. — Foreign Reporter
(WISC): F. B. Opper describes
British health and security plan.

12 m. — A m e r i c a U n i t e d
(WMAQ): "Is Another Depres-
s i o n Imminent?" Sen. Hubert
Humphrey (D-Minn.), others.

12:30 p. m. — Chicago Round
Table (WMAQ): "The Atlantic
Pact;" Profs. Herman Finer, Louis
Wirth, Quincy Wright.

Z p. m.—Encore (WHA): "So-
cialise and Communism," Prof.
William S. Stokes.

10:30 p. m People's Platform

On the Records

Sturdy Pillars for a Record Library
By WILLIAM L. DODDNA
(State Journal Music Editor)

These records aren't exactly new — in
fact, some of them came out several months
ago—but I thought you'd be interested in
them if you're building a permanent library.

Most of them are "stan-
dards" or basic selections, and
they're all g o o d perform-
ances:

Sibelius: "Symphony No.
2, In D Major," Philadelphia
orchestra under Eugene Or-
mandy . . . This is a four-
star offering of a popular
symphony, played often in
metropolitan centers but sel-
dom here or on the air. It has
plenty of depth, and Orman-
dy and his men make the

most of their opportunity. (Columbia.)
Richard Strauss: "The Dance of the Seven

•Veils," from "Salome," Royal Philharmonic
orchestra under Sir Thomas Beecham . . .
Here's a number that fairly shouts of sensu-
ousness and Sir Thomas is the man who can
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make the orchestra show it. Exotic and ex-
cellent. (Victor.)

Johann Strauss: "Vocal Waltzes," ar-
ranged by Antal Dorati, Miliza Korjus, and
RCA Victor orchestra under Dorati . . . Dorati
knows dance music, Strauss wrote the great-
est waltzes, and Miss Korjus knows how to
sing them. You can't beat the combination if
you like (1) Strauss waltzes and (2) the gor-
geous Korjus' coloratura voice. She displays a
charm here that's missing from some of her
records, (Victor.)

Sullivan: "lolanthe" overture, Liverpool
Philharmonic orchestra under Sir Malcom Sar-
gent . . . The lilt of Sullivan, the wit of Gil-
bert are reflected in this completely satis-
lying disc. Mechanically topnotch, too. (Vic-
tor.)

Stravinsky: "Danses Concertantes" and
"Scherzo a la Eusse," RCA Victor Chamber
orchestra under Stravinsky . . . The intricate
rhythmic patterns of the longer work seldom
are heard with the brilliance that is achieved
here. It's fresh, vital music, modern but charm-
ing. (Victor.)

PECK DIETRICH

(WBBM): "What More Should
We Do for the Veterans?"; Reps.
Glenn R. Davis (R-Wis.), J. E.
Van Zandt (R-Pa.).* * *

Drama
11:30 a. m. — Eternal Light

(WMAQ): story of Jew, Protes-
tant, and Catholic, defending Nazi
in court.

1:30 p. m. — University Thea-
ter (WIBA): three Edgar Allen
Poe tales; Joseph Schildkraut, nar-
rator . . . Y o u A r e T h e r e
(WBBM): first chapter, "Alex-
ander the Great Seeks Mastery of
the World."

3 p. m. — House of Mystery
(WKOW): "The Monster in the
Lake."

5 p. m.—Family Hour (WBBM)
Gregory Peck in "Impact," tale of

padre and half-crazed dictator.
5:30 p. m. — Greatest Story

(WENR): dying child cured mi-
raculously.

7:30 p. m. — NBC Theater
(WIBA): Rosalind Russell, Mar-
ene Dietrich, and John Lund in
'A Foreign Affair."

8 p. m—Helen Hayes (WBBM):
as rebellious hillbilly wife in "A
Study in Charcoal," with Karl
Maiden.

8:30 p. m. — T h e a t e r Guild
(WISC): Raymond Massey, Zach-
ery Scott and June Duprez in
"Interference," tale of blackmail
plot in London society.

9:30 p. m.—Epochs of Comedy
(WHA-FM): "Lysistrato."

* * *

Documentary
3:35 p. m. — L i v i n g — 1949

( W I B A ) : "A Blueprint and a
Prayer," story of pastor who es-
tablished church in school gym-
nasium.

Music
10 a. m. — Fine Arts Quartet

(WISC): "Quartet in C Minor,"
Brahms.

I p . m. — S y m p h o n e t t e
(WBBM): Oscar Shumsky, violin
soloist: "Gypsy Airs," "Thunder
and Blazes," first movement of
S c h u b e r t ' s "Unfinished" sym-
phony . . . Opera Concert (WGN):
Gertrude Ribla, Robert Marshall;
music from "Aida," "LaGiocon-
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at 9 p. m.)
2 p. m. — N. Y. Philharmonic-

Symphony (WBBM): Bruno Wal-
ter, conductor; Clifford Curzon,
pianist; "Emperor1 concerta, Bee-
thoven; "Symphony in D Major,
No. 2," Beethoven . . . P i a n o
Playhouse (WISC): Rosalyn Tur-
eck, Teddy Wilson.

3 p. m. — Pro Arte Quartet
(WHA): "Quarte itn G Major,"
Schubert.

3:30 p. m. — Opera Auditions
(WENR): Glenn Burris, Denis
Harbour, Teresa Stich-Randall,
and Rose der Derian, finalists.

4 p. m. — Festival of Song
(WBBM): "Of Thee I sing,"
"Through the Years," "Moonlight

ual Fire Dance," "Yours Is My
Heart Alone," "I Love Thee,"
"Nemicd della Patria.'

8 p. m. — Pro Arte Quartet
(WHA-FM): Music hall concert.

3:30 p m. — Familiar Music
(WIBA): "Silver on the Sage,"
"Songs My Mother Taught Me,"
"Memories."* * *

Variety
3:30 p. m.—Skyward (WBBM):

Deborah Kerr, guest.
4 p. m.—Jane Pickens (WIBA) I

with Paul Winchell, others.
6 p. m.—Horace Heidt (WTBA)J

first q u a r t e r-finals; Tommy
Check, drummer; Willard Bochez,
trumpeter; " M y s t e r y Four;"
"Pepperettes" . Jack Bennr

Madonna," "Lover.'
4:30 p.

(WIBA):
m. — Robert
and Boston

Merrill
"Pops;"

da," "Faust," "Tosca" (on WKOW I "Tramp! Tramp! Tramp!," "Rit-

(WBBM): with Ronald Colman,
Benita Hume.

7 p. m. — Fred Allen (WIBA):
and Henry Morgan.

« « •

Quiz
!1 P. m. — Quiz Kids (WIBA):

Brenda Liebling, 4, meets Joel
Kupperman, Patrick Conlon, Ira
Lee, Melvin Miles.

9:30 p. m. — Who Said That?
(WIBA) George Allen, H. Allen
Smith, Herbert Bayard Swope,
guests.

* * •

Miscellaneous
2:30 p. m. — J u v e n i l e Jury

(WKOW) Arthur Nitzburg, 5,
joins panel.

S U N ID A Y

From the Funwaves
VISITOR: At our house w« ain't

got no bed.
BOB HOPBt What do you sleep

on?
VISITOR: Well, last year in a

raffle I won a pool table.
HOPE: That must be uncom-

fortable.
VISITOR: Well it would be, but

fortunately my wife has the kind
of head that fits right into a side
pocket. .

—"The Bob Hope Show"
* * *

FIBBER McGEE: This room is
cold, and I know why. It's that
weatherstripping I bought for the
front door that makes the draft
under there.

MOLLY: How on earth can the
weather-stripping make it drafty?

FIBBER: By being down in the
basement where I left it when I
bought it the summer before.
—"Fibber McGee and Molly

Show." * » *
HANS (MR. HEMMINGWAY)

CONRED): Miss Canova, did your
nurse drop you on your head
when you were a baby?

J U D Y CANOVA: Oh, .we
couldn't afford a nurse — my
mother had to do it.

—Judy Canova Show.
* * *

Prof. Qul* ha* » friend who
bought » house. At the house-
warming, reports the professor,
one of the guests exclaimed, "I
hear mice." "That's not mice," as-
sured the owner, "It's the folks
next door- eating celery."
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IRMA: Jan«, hava you seen my
new veil? '

JANE: Veil?
IRMA: Yes. I'm going to wear

it in the office, because my boss
says the less he sees of m« the
better.

—"My Friend Irma."
» * *

LULU: I make very good cof-
fee, my old man says.

GEORGE: Drip?
LULU: I'll say he is!

—"It Pays to be Ignorant"
* * *

Belle Beavers, a retired savings
bank teller from Washington, N.
J., traveling for pleasure '"til my
money runs out," visited Tommy
Bartlett's "Welcome Travelers"
program with her traveling com-
panion, sister Mary a former high
school teacher. Right in the mid-
dle of Bartlett's commercial Miss

" into the mike,

Idea?" a s k e d

Belle shouted
"Hello, Bess."

"What's the
Tommy.
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hello, so I thought I'd better get
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970 Re.—88.7 Me.

SUNDAY

A. M.
FM ONLY

9:00 Devotional Music
9:55 News
:0:00 Symphony Hall
0:55 News

11:00 Masterworks of Musis
1:55 News and Weather

P. M.
2:00 Sunday Musicale
1:30 News and Weather
1:45 Veteran Wants to Know
2:00 Encore
3:00 Pro Arte
3:30 Books of TodaT
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FM ONLY
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WHAand WHA-FM for Sunday

mine in right away."• * *
You folks may not think there's

much work to being a television
performer, but let me tell you
different.

On radio, If yon didn't shave,
who knew the difference?

Now, I have to wear two shirts
a day and the income tax folks
won't even let me deduct my
laundry bill.

—"Can You Top This."
e * *

GEORGE: Liz, this is serious.
Don't you realize that when you
tell a fib, you have to tell another
one, and then another, until
you're tangled in a whole web of
untruths—only to end up getting
caught anyway. But what hap-
pens when you tell the truth in
tha first place?

You get caught right

—"My Favorlta Husband"

LIZ:
away.

I see where Gov. Dewey Just
came oat with the biggest educa-
tion budget yet In New York
State's history. I guess he didn't
notice till last November that
there were so many folks who
needed educatin'."—Herb Shriner.

* * *
"Turning a woman loose with

an automobile is like lettin' a
baby cut his teeth on a loaded pis-
tol!"—Fibber McGee.

* « *
An eight-year-old girl, attend-

ing a "Ladies Be Seated" broad-
cast to watch her grandmother
participate in Tom Moore's "Gran-
ny Be-Bop" contest, was asked by

S/6/49

Solution
of

Today's
Puzzle

was her truthful reply.* * *
SHORTY: First I went to a doc-

tor who giva me different vita-
mins. Den I went to a gymnasium
an' got all kinds of massages. Den
t went to a dietician who give me
all special foods. And, Kingfish,
after a year, believe it or not, I
was 2 inches taller.

KINGFISH: Two inches taller?
Whut do you think did it, Shorty?

SHORTY: Elevator shoes.
—"Amos 'n' Andy"

Your
Birthday

(By Stella)
SUNDAY, MARCH 6 — Born

today, you have keen percep-
tions and a strong determination,
once your mind is set on a cer-
tain path. In fact, you can be just
plain "mule stubborn." Fortu-
nately, your ideals are high and,
as a rule, you are aiming toward
a lofty goal.

You are somewhat conniving
and if you can't get what you
want one way, you will try an-
other and another until you suc-
ceed. You have literary talents.
When it comes to "meeting the
public," you are genial and
charming. But when it comes to
selecting your own personal
friends, you are one to tighten
the circle and choose only a few.

You are temperamental and in
the selection of a marriage part-
ner, you must be very careful,
indeed, since considerable unhap-
piness can be in store if you
make a wrong choice. Very fond
of a comfortable home life you
will want economic security
early—and will work hard to-
ward that goal. Once it has been
achieved, you will enjoy your
leisure profitably.

You men, born today, are very
logical, practical, and care little
lor intuition while you women
appear to be exactly the opposite,
acting on intuition alone. This
may not be as basically differ-
ent as it appears on the surface:
you men use your native intui-
tions without realizing it, ac-
cepting the results as "logical
reasoning." You women are more
likely to admit that you work
"on hunch!"

To find what the stars have in

good merchandising day, but bestore for tomorrow, select your
on your guard against an argu-birthday star and read the cor-

THE

WALT DISNEY

member of the op-responding paragraph. Let your
posite sex. Avoid it.birthday star be your daily guide.

Monday, March 7
day for you, so9 O-fjas(L f-t?sr6 V,wa ,2T(f

PISCES (Feb. don't be too aggressive. Be pa-
Begin the new week with new

' '" LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)— Not
a good day for romance. Be con-
servative at home and don't letnow. Be alert; act promptly.
extravagance cause a marital tiff.ARIES (Mar. 20-Apr. 20)—An

excellent day for all your affairs,
good day for business sales,deal seems to have ar-

Take advantaga
NOW ONSide-step arguments with mem-

bers of the opposite sex.TAUKUS (Apr. 21-May 21)—
Not a good day for you. Friction

RECORDSis likely, so stick to routine and
likely your intuitions will guidemake no important changes.
you better than careful analysis.22-June 22)—

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23-Jan. 20)
— Be careful of all actions. Becontracts can be done successfully
conservative rather than adven-

CANCER (June 23-July 23)—
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19)Your imagination can be put to

— A sudden chang
gains by being aggressiv* right

Sh&Jwei
VIRTUALLY UNIMAKAUI
Album 00-10* $4.98featuring members

the ORIGINAL cast
HEAR IT AT YOUR FAVORITE RECORD STORE!

Now Playing at the Orpheuni Theater

CAPITOL CHILDREN'S ALBUMS..."FIRST IH THE FIELD BY FAR


