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Around-About Bridgeport

From Octaber, 1883, to June,
1922, many Bridgeporters would
nol go on a picnic, trip or plan
a day's outing without first con.
sulting *‘Jennings, the weather-
man."

William Jennings, proprietor of
a stationery and lobacco shop at
the foot of Gold sireet, had a
30-foot pole mounted atop his
store, which fluttered colorful
weather flags. The message they
contained was considered of
greaier value than the time of
the day furnished by the clock
in the courthouse steeple.

Later, Mr, Jennings moved his
weather stalion to 613 Noble ave.
nue and set up some scieatific
apparatus in the back yard. He
no longer maintained the big pole
with its weather signals but his
reports were printed “on little
cards placed in store fronts or
published in the newspapers.

He died shortly after he was
recognized by .the city as an
authority on weather and was

awarded an annual salary of
$1,200.
But “Jennings, the weather-

man,” as he was known then, is
not forgotten now, either offici-
ally or unofficially.

His name is still carried on the
climatelogical bulletins issued by
the U.5. Department of - Com-
merce which credits him with be-
ing the cily's first weather ob-
server and publishes his precipi-
tation reports from 189 and his
temperature data from 1895,

And neighbors still remember
him as a genial man with a big
mousfache, who kept a bronze
weathervane and some mysteri-
ous looking equipment in his
backyard, “ogether with a chick-

' en house and beehives.
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MR. JENNINGS WAS the son
of Capt. “Bill" Jennings, master
of the schooner !'Sea Flower”
and the sloop, ‘‘Henry,” and
shipped as mate aboard these
vessels. At 17 he was an accom-

- plished seaman.
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A sailor’s natural interest
the weather continued when he
opened the shop on Gold street,
He proposed to be an observer
and successfully petitioned Wash-
ington ta furnish him with tele-
graphed forecasts, together with
a system for displaylng the flag
signals. Gen. William Nobte and
Postmaster Julius Knowlton en:

in

- dorsed his plan. '

Each morning the government
wired him its report, and Mr.

. Jenning’s weather flags flutter- ‘
ing above the rooftops downtown

became a familiar sight.

When his store was condemned
1o make way-for a [ootbridge
across the Pequonnock, Mr. Jen-

. nings moved to Noble avenue.
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There he set up his rain and

‘ snow gauge, a self-recording ther-

. and thérmograph.
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mometer, a mercurial barometer

The weather vane in the shape
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