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| -Ar,borétum Perch

View of Redwings
By VIVIEN HONE

The lowly redwing -blackbirds
are adding more than a dash of

consin wrboretum. . . .

Thelr , fightlng, mating, rough
cackle, and raising of-families in
the cattails - of ‘the
marsh are golng to add up to a

I

ology. ,

“They're flne birds — I 'Hke
them,” Nero says of the redwings.

The fledging .sclentist spends
much of hix Ume atop a li-{oot
abseryvation tower looking dawn on
the domestic .dolngs of- a black-
bird flock, some 42 hirds. ’

Started in 48
Nero started his birdwatehing in

200-zcre wiidlife sanctuary in 1948,
His project. te leara the hehavier
patterns of the redwings will, when
completed form the hasis for
lhis thesis. :
Behavior patterns have heen es-
‘tablished for only a relatively few
pirds, Nero claims,” and the red-
wirgs were selected for ihe uni-
versity study because thehr hablt
of living together makes possible
observat’ n of many birds in &
limited ares. -

“In a way you iry {o under-
stand the psychology of the kind
of bird you're working with,"” Nero
explains, “You're deing this for
-two Yeasons—io understand be-
"havlor patterns of birds as a whole
—lo undersiand those of the indi-
vidual specles.”

Redwings are particularly inter-
esting, Nero thinks, because of the
chummy actions of the males at
some tioses. their unfriendly atti-
tudes at nthers.

Males get togelher In
during the non-brecding

grolps

pstablished territory.

non-hreeding seasons males  and

These patterns are not true

all birds, the scientist points out,
Tt Takes Time

Probably averaping once every
afher day during the lenger perlod
March through August and at least
pnee a ¢ y during April 1, Nero
sloshes through the reeds and
climbs the weathered boards to his
platform post. .

In the Aprll-May months he can
have a bird's-eye view ol the red-
wings as they chor-o partners, es-
tablish hames,. and produce more
of their awn handsome breed, The
adult males are a bold, glossy
bright crimson

Gains Bird's-Eye |

color to .the University of Wis-|

arboretum|. .

Ph, D». thesls f : 'Robert Nero, .
university graduate studentl.in 207"

the marsh of.the university's 1.

-—[females move in seprrate [0CKS. i nned tivst, then labeled with one
for: nermanent metal band and three

palches edeed with buff on the
wintgs. The females have a gentler
coloration—striped tan-brown with
pinkish overtenes.

Oftenr Nern is in the marsh be-

domm,

e manages transportation
and from the bird world in a 1533
Plymouth, “one .ol the oldest ears
on the campus, a sedate looking

aieled a gang of criminals ta spread | Macfae and Dotothy Kirsten sing.

'
'

330 pm. — Club 15 (WBBM1ifore sunup and alter the sun ix:

{njand sparrows.”

|

huggy'' which the zoalogist makes!initricus to man's welfare. 1
dn wut would certainiy abandon fat tremendeus guanlities of in-

Rohert Nero, graduate student at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin spends much of his time atop
this wooden observalion tower, watching the red-
winged “blackbirds in the Unlversity Arboretum
and wildlife sanctuary.

The voung zoologist is trying to learn the be-
havior patterns of the redwings. Occasionally the

one male's territory ingn the terri-

tory of ancther male, or the trans-jand to held it
“¥py notice this when you sludy

fer of a dummy female from one
territory to another are examples,
of Nero's machinations. }

Identification of individual pirds

The redwings must be  live

lection red, green, yellow, blue,
and white.
band and wit

with the metal

the blrds' legs, left and right, pro-| .-

duces an accurate system of ltlc'n-J
tification, |
Thus a hird coded in Nero's:
notes as RBYX is one with a red,
cellylold aver a blue one on Lhe!
left lew, a vellow one over the!
metal band on the righi leg. :
Askx Protection {

The zoologist thinks it is & npily:
that his marsh friends are nol pro-
tected, .
“Wani to zo shoeoting black-
Yirds?* he asks. “Yoy can, you
know. "hey're classed as vermin
along with rats, erows, slarlings.

Yel most scienlisls arree, ae-
cording to Nern, thar the hirds,
are generally more beneficial than
They

3 rei ror i ¢ avorites Ty Sigmund Rom- :
a reign of lerror in a peaccfulilng [averites hy SIg 1 ltor “any mere modern donation.” sects and do only Ineal damage in

| berg.
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m. — Baseball (WINDI;
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He Doesn't Hide
Nn pspeeial atlempt is made hy

'ing observed, bul of toltse Neto
nets troubled responses {and he is
vely eager to wateh these) when
he ereates situations  he  might
atherwise have no opportunity to
:ohserve.

I The introduction of a nest from

=

sing  "Same Day”. Noro to conceal himself {rom thc:

“Faust,” and.j"(‘f'\“i“ﬂ-"- . |
I “They don’t seem to mind me;

8 p.m. — Great Arllsts (WIBAy|much,” the observer says of be-

arcas where huge flocks occasion-
ally descend on crops of RBreen
curn.

These close-ups  of hird life
eapreially and other wildlife in-
cidentally have given Nero an in-
lense  sense of the  slresscs and
strains that operate in the natural:
world. |

“There's a terrible pressure In
nature,” he says, “The migra-
tions, the struggle for nestlnz
places. the number of new birds
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viduals.
ing to take your place.”
pressures to

The

warld of men dlsappear when he'sith
iin the marsh absorbed in the do-
ings of the hirds.

Blackbirds Give Wings fo U-W. Man's Thesis

comes the observed,

station.

constantly trying lo find a spobwas a student nurse from Nerg's
home town, Milwaukee.

In the years since then, Nero.
any one species and special indi-|pushing on toward the Ph. D, has
Someone js always wait-|been one of thal valiant GI elan
. I_whlch manages on small funds and!
season, is dobe by color banding and Nero _which Nero in smaller quarters to satisfy thejwilh research coliections of rep-jand shape it inta somefhing strong-
tend to stay apatt durlng the mat-|has marked mere than 300 birdy himself haz heen subjecled in thelduties of husband and failher andlles. fish, amphibians. and mol-lly resembling a live bird. wrap the
ing peviod by cach halding his own|in this manner in the last four
During the|years. :

University's

tables are turned on Nero and the obscrver be- |

This redwing uses Neros tower for a singing
perch when - the zoologist s not around and s
frequently on hand o wateh the graduate student
as he wades through the cattails toward his airy

e demands of scholarship. I
{Nern and family live at the|
East

‘I‘rajleri

i’y like golng hack te the fa- Camp. The older of twn children
|

millar characters of an old bonk.i
colared celluloid ones from a sc- F’i%;n':ﬂ.‘(;i:;ﬁ ;ILe::a;;ch day in mew,
"Bob Nero, veleran of Warld WarNero acknowledges readily.
h 1, entered the university in 1046
Variation of coler combinatlons graduated with his first degree in
encolled in

o 1849, and
variation of their distribulion OBlihar same June day.

i5 just Lhreed,

His bride|

Began As Child
The 29-year-old veteran's intcr-{
marriage lest in zaology began in c¢hildhood. :
“F wasp't very scientific about!museum.

| .
things then," the sclentist student

To identify his birds the young zoologist must. live-lrap the
redwlngs and colorband them. He has thus far colorbanded 2300
birds. Nero is shown here iramping through the reeds with his

bird traps.

"We keep collecting specimens
says, “but I was aiways out.” of Wisconsin species so that we
If Nerc isn't “always out” pow,!can understand what we have in
it is because he must sometimes be ! the state, And in a way we're like
in at the university zoology muse- | a library—anyone working serious-
um in tie basement of Birge hall.|ly in zoological rescarch can bor-
He is curator of the museum, . has!row specimens from us”
the responsibility for making re-| Ii is a beginners' course in taxi-
search  colleelions of birds and |dermy to waleh Nero deftly skin
mammals. 7 dead bird, powder the moist in-
He must prepare. cave fnr, andiside of the pellage with borax,
catalopue 1hese and do the samejstuff the limp bundle of feathers

[usks gathered hy athers in thelform in cetion batting, and final.
department.  Professional  znole-|ly lay it away. *
gists den’( do all the ¢ollecting {or He's OFf Again

this unigue museum, Wisconsin{ That one ix the last for the

citizens, sludents oulside the {ield, aflernoon. It's time 10 go te the

. "My wife deserves the credit|and the Wisconsin Conservation [marsh apain, and the live speci-
iTor managing the family affairs,” {Department send a stcady flow of '/mens who are teaching Boh Nero

contributions 1o the campus re-ia thesisful by just living.

pository. “Wonder if old GRGX's last
The curator explains his duties year's mate came back to him

further in the services of theftuda.\'.“ he savs as he turns the old
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