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The Sunday Spotlight

By WILLIAM L. DOUDNA

:{l&ltu’ Jounrnal Theater Editor)

here’s nothing more unpre-
dictable than show business.

Even the weather.

Even Tallulah Bankhead, whom
the press agents label “unpredict-
able.” (In fact, one can safely
&Mlct that it will be true of

iss Bankhead that “You Call
Everybody Darling” and that she
will elther make or receive wise-
cracks about her
deep voice.)

& & %

But show busl-
noss in general
o~ Yoxperting”
about the future
is a business to
stay out of,

When the mo-
vies started, the
experts didn't
pay much atten- S
tion. When talk-
ies came in, they didn't think they
would kill vaudeville.

When vaudeville died, nobody
thought the two-a-day would come
back, but Judy Garland made it
Jook like a possibility with her
show at the Palace in New York
City.

The experts predicted that tele-

'Ex

vision would kill radie and the
movies,

Both are doing pretty well,
thank you.

In this case, the experts over-
looked a very important factor.
The boys in the metropolitan cen-
ters forgot that the country’s popu-
lation and buying power arenl
confined to New York, Chicago,
Philadelphia, and such places.

“ They ignored—ot were ignorant
of—the value of audiences in such
places as Madison, Wis., where
television is virtually no competi-
tion for radlo and the theater.

In the case of radio, especlally,
they went wrong on their guesses
—and a good many of them are
reneging. They're having to admit
—in print—what we in the hinter-
lands knew right along.

Of course, therc are ITots 'of
reasons for predictions going
wrong. But an expert is expected
to take the sclentific approach—he
should weigh all the factors be-
f;’)m making a decision or a predic-
tion,

. + + 4+
In the case of the legitimate
theater, they have been partly
right and partly wrong—right
sometimes, wrong sometimes.
They have been right about the

perts’ Are

Wrong

theater's continued health in New
vork, and have allowed for the
setbacks brought about by war
and economics. .

Jt's the economy picture which
keeps most plays off the road
rather than a lack of audience de-
mand for them. Good plays can al-
most always fil theaters on tour.
But the expense of touring is great
—-so great!that most shows simply
can't afford to play in the compar-
atively small theaters available to
them.

As for vaudeville—this matter
of expense may be the thing which
will keep it from coming back, ex-
cept in the larger citles. Travel
costs for both performers and
equipment are high; stage hands
and clectriclans and musicians, all
necessary for ‘vaudeville, are well
paid (and they carn it); fees for
performance Tights of music and
seripts must be paid.

And television—obviously, the
lack of stations in so many areas
is presently the determining fac-
tor. But television must improve
its quality as well as increase its
availability before it can drive the
cash customers out of the theaters
and push the listeners away from
their radios.

Uncle Ray's Corner

Century P

Certain plarts have caused wide-
spread interest among travelers in
Mexico and Central America. They
are known as “century plants,”
and some of their buds have been
taken to northerly countries to be
grown in hothouses.

The century plant gained fits
name from the story that it blos-
soms only once in 100 years. The
truth is that it seldom, if ever,
has reached such an age.

In its native homeland, the
plant comes to flower in from
three to 10 years, when it is in
good soil. If it is grown outdoors
{n colder climates, it sometimes
takes irom 50 to 70 years to
blossom. '

Leaves Are Large

During most of its life, Lthe cen-
tury plant falls to rise very high,
though it has lage leaves. Except
during the last part of its exist-

ence, the central flower stalk Is
very short,
The leaves have jagged edges.

Sometimes they grow to a length

of from 5 to 7 feet.

A single leaf

mely weigh from 10 to 15 pounds.
he leaves can be cut into
slices and used for cattle food.
We are told that the Aztec Indians

used to make a kind of
{ibers in the leaves.

paper {rom
To this day

the fibers are employed in making

rope and bags.

Produces Rare Sugar
When the stalk in the center of
the mass of leaves i3 cut, a juice

or sap comes out.

There is a

lant Misna

great deal of this juice, and it
contains a rare form of sugar.
After being allowed 10 stand,
the sweet julce turns sour and be-
comes the drink called “pulque”’.
Pulque looks like thin buttermilk.
Its taste has been
that of rotten eggs, but many Mex-
{cans drink it in large amounts.
Aftor the passing of years, the
short central stalk of a cenlury
plant suddenly begins lo grow.
A the days go by, it rises with
such speed as to make us think
of a certain beanstalk in a fairy
tale.

compared to|

med

The stalk sometimes rises to a
helght of from 30 to 40 fect. Soon
it is covered with blossoms.

Only once in ity life does the
century plant blossom,
enjoys a short period of glory,
and dies., '

People in southern Europe
started growing century plants 400
years ago, These plants also grow
successfully in southern parts of
the United States. Florida has
many of them. One type of Flori-
da century plant produces a stalk
which has risen to a helght as
great as 42 feet.

At the Shows

Capitol

FEATURE: Painting the Clouds
with Sunshine.

TYPE: Musical comedy.

REVIEWER: Jim Robinson.

CAST: The Dillon Sisters —
Abby, Lucille Norman; Carol, Vir-
ginia Mayo; June, virginia Gib-
son; Vince, Dennis Morgan; Ted
Lansing, Gene Nelson; Benring-
ton Lansing Tom Conway,

PLOT: The Dillon Sisters, who
aren't really sisters at all if you
can stop drooling over them long
enough to remember, are a_song
and dance team. Abby and Vince
are linked on the stage and are
privately in love. When they tiff,
enter Ted as the new love interest.

There's the usual musical comedy
plot, hard to follow, but not im-
portant when other things. are
considered. ’

HIGH POINTS: The other
things are practically all high
points -— Nelson's dancing, first
time the boy has had a chance to
carry a real part—fine singir.g by
Lucille Norman—generous_views
of Virginia Mayo — equally fine
dancing by Virginia Gibson, a
comer—usual good character part
by Wallace Reid—one whale of
a fine number called “The Mombo
Man, ~—many, many others.

LOW POINTS: “Cuddles”
Zakall gets a bit tiresome in the
same characterization, Dennlis
Morgan has stipped.

VERDICT: If you don’t like
it, you're an old fuddy-duddy.
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Classified Highlights o

f Today's Radio Schedule

len Winston.

8:30 p. m.
Baker.

HOLLIDAY

Judge L. S. Ol
Panken, Raymon

(WIBA): story an

10:30 p. m. —
(WIBA): with Bob Hope.

ver, Judge Jacob
d Hilligrd, Dr. El-

Miscellaneous

- Eddie Cantor
d songs of Belle

Jubilee Show

RIDGEWAY

m.—Proudly We Hail
(WFOW): “The Trial of Gregory
Winslow. ’

4:30 p. m.—Martin Kane (WIBA):
big-time gambler tries to bribe pro
football players. .. Greatest Story
(WENR): confession of his lie helps
a workman. = '

5:30 p. m, — Our Miss Brooks
(WKOW?: French teacher's borrow-
ing creates misunderstanding.

7:30 p. m~—Theater G u ird
(WIBA): Marlene Dietrich, Richard
widmark in “A Foreign Affair.”

8 p. m.—Corliss Archer (WKOW):
Dexter runs for mayor . . . Hidden
Truth (WGN):; lie detector foils
scheming wife,

Stars on Stage

Theater (WGN): Audrey Totter,
g’le Bettger In “Wherever . You
9 P. m.—stleni Man (WMAQ):
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr, in “Death
in the Mail"”

~

9
9:30
9:55 News

11:55 News

1:30

WHA and WHA-FM

970 Kc.—38.7 Megs,
SUNDAY

.00 Devottonal Music
Cathedra} Echoes

10:00 Bymphony Hall
10:55 News and Weather
11:00 Masterworks of Music

P. M.
12:00 Bunday Musicaln

Documentary

2:30 p, m. — Alr Force Hour
(WISC): 126th light bomber wing
prepares to go overseas.

10:30 p. m.—Windows on the
world (WISC): employes of United
Nations describe their roles in
pattern of peace; Dr. Ralph Bunche,

8:30 p, m, —
(WISC): MacDonald Carey in “The from “The Man from Midian,"
perfect Gentleman” ., . Family Wolpe; “Symphonic Plece” from

(WHA); Gertrude Stillman plays
“Allegro” from aSixth Symphony,”
widor. '

10:15 a. m.—University Men's
Chorus. (WIBA): “The Donovans,”
“Moonlit Night,”" *1f I Got My Tick-
et.”

12:45 p. m—University Men's
Halls Chorus (WIBA): special pro-
gram: Edward Hugdahl, director;
“Songs to Thee, Wisconsin,” “Ador-
amus Te,” “May the Good Lord
Bless and Keep You,” “Mood In-
digo,” “I. Got Shoes,” “Halis of
Ivy.” “Shine.” :

1:30 p. m.—N. Y. Philharmonic-
Symphony (WBBM): with ‘Gregor
Piatigorsky; “Cello Concerto in A
Minor,” Schumann; “First Suite”

“The Redemption,”” Franck; “Ca-
priccio Espagnol,” Rimsky-Kor-
sakow . . . Piano Playhouse (WISC):
Ear} Wild and Bill Clifton, guests.

2 p. m.~—Music With the Girls
(WMAQ): “And So to Sleep Again,”
“Loveliest Night of the Year,”

“Mama Inez."”
Madison
Radio
Shop
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GET THE GANG TOGETHER
AND SPEND A FUN-FILLED
WEEK-END IN CHICAGO!

3 BIG GLORIOUS DAYS ,
WITH LUXURIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS
AND 2 WONDERFUL MEALS

Here is the deal of a lifetime to visit the high 3 o
Chicago while living in home-like comfong. Gtmr s
group of friends and take advantage of this terrific offer.’
Choice rooms for the entire week-end plus breckfast oo
Saturday and Sundsy. Privste banquet rooms available if
desired at no extra cost. Remember, it's only $8.
person for the week-end—from Fridsy 8:AM ¢o Sun
8:PM. Rates are based on two persons in a room.
rooms with private bath and shower,

Accommodations for single or donble Peservations.
portionately reasonable rgte:. e

Write or wire for reservations:
#CHICAGO'S FRIENDLIEST™'

THE MIDLAND HOTEL

172 WEST ADAMS STREET « CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS

‘Phone 5-0276

Trygve Lie, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.

Graham Hovey
U. N. Ty
Encor

Poety' Corner
Music Album

Sunday Music Hour
Operetta _Favorites
News in Review
Dinner Musicale
Sunday Night Concert
Pro Arte Quartet
QGraham Hovey

M Concert

News (to 11)
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I ymzvc found orkdi-
naty trusses ¢ makee
shift, don't be discouraged. Science
and experiance have worked togethe
to end rupture handicaps—4o give you
complete physical and mental ease.
Let us fit you with the amazing, NEW

ON-SKID
SPOT-PAD TRUSS
You'll see at a glance how the new
*Non-Skid Spot-Pad” festurs holds
the rupture sscuraly with enly one
half the pressure: of ordinery Wuses.
Light and comfortable, you can wesr

It without being consclous of It.

The “Slpo!" holds the hernla

sscurely, o8 with your fine

gors, while the non-skid

surface keeps the pad from

$di 'a:'cp?‘;:i by Uxps m
an n .
. .Comeinond mmult’u: withowt cost of
. cbligation. Thers fs.a “Spot-Pad’

fit your exact nqubnoag‘."

T b0

THE PRESCRIPTION
'PHARMACY, INC.

26 5. Carroll St
Madisen; Wisconsin:

Phens 5-4571 — Prrk
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hour of fine choral arrangements

MEN’S HALLS CHORUS

On Station WIBA~Sunday,

by the popular ..
University of Wisconsin

y

Nov. 4th, 12:45 p. m.




