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Umversn‘y Professor Finds Doodhng
Valuable in Tracmg Htsfonc Age

When  you dondle today, vou
tomorrow,

That's one concluston to be drawnm frum the experience of H!stury a

may be helpmg to vmte history

Prof. Robert Reynolds of the University of Wisconsin, recently. re-
turned from two semesters of research through anclent documents

in Gehoa, Italy

Reynolds went to Genoa on a Fulhnght fellowship to v.mk toward'
his long-time goal: Taking the guess-work cut of the economic history

of the Middle Ag;es.
Scribbling -Valuable

The notaries whe wrote the
Genocse documents in  spidery
Latn letters on some of the oldest
true paper in existence often cov-
pered ths margins with doodling
that throws as much light on the
1100's and 1200°s as the legal con-
tents of the documents. Professor
Reynolds reports. “One chap, who
seemer {o have some madical edu-
cation, doodled. in  jingles that
were preseriptions for common
allments. Another, after writing
down the testimony in the case of
a runaway slave, threw in g line
of Greek,” RE}’nolds reveals.

“A tmrd drew pictures of
knighls in armcr and flerce battles
for the Holy Land. Perhaps family.
respons;bmtles kept him frem
iolning up; anyhow, he took out
his frystration in a cartoon of a
knight so loaded with armor that
his horse sags in a W to the
ground. -

Used Arable Numetals

“Another notary astounded us
by doodling in Arable numerals.
We had thought that no one in
Italy then used anything but the
Roman figures,” he continues,

These documents were known to
exist for a hundred years before
Eugene Byrne, then a graduate stu-
dent in history at Wiseonsin, start-
ed work on them in 1813, They
had been by-passed by scholars,
not only breause they were huried
in the archives of an ancient build-
ing but hecause the hand-writing
seript is diffienlt o read

After World War 1, Byrne travel-
ed back to Genoa on a uaiversity

research grant with a photostatic!

camera for making copies of the
documents. Some of these copies
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Chamber Musnc

'Program at 8 Tonight

An evening of chamber musle
wiil be presented by faculty mem-
bers of the University of Wiscon-
sin  summer session and IMusic
Ciinic in Music hall tonight at 8.

The program is open to the pub-
lic without charge.

The artists ‘include’ Douglas
Steensland, flute, Harry Peters,
ohoe, Robert L. Woollen, clarinet,
Robert Rosevear, French horn,
Richard C. Church, baszoon, Wal-
ter Heermann, cello and Leo Stef-
fens, piano,

The program Includes Loeillet's
“Sonate for flute. cboe ang p'jano.”
Rachmanineif's "Scnata for piano
and c¢ello, op, 19" and Thuille's

“Sextet op. 6.
sUN FRAIRIL

PRAIRI FREE IPARKING

'show charred edges from the fire
set by Louis XIV when he attacked

‘the city.

Collected Nucleus
Byrne returned to America with

_ithe nucleus of the best collection

cf early business records in the

A

country. . Reynolds and Hilmar
Krueger, another Byrne disciple,
went to Genoa in 1936 and 1938
to increase the collection and pre-
pare some of the oldest documents
for printing in bound volumes,

From the documents themselves,
the researchers have learned that
Louis IX, knawn as Saint Louis,
hankrupted. himself . leading two
Crusades. When he was captured
by .the Saracens, Genoese bankers
angd business men raised a “king's
ransom.”

“We found additiona] prool that
double-entry bookkeeping was used
as early as 1317 by banks and big
business houses,” Reynolds says.

“We found documents proving
that 200 wvears -'before Columbus
sailed across the Atlantic, mer-
chants of the city financed an ex-
pedition to sail around the coast
of Africa, but that no one sur-
vived to report on the adventure”

Four pages covered with hand-
writing reveal why one Genoese
father was driven to disinherit his
500, :
Find Preblem Child

“It seemns that the boy was a
problem child from an early age,”
Reynolds says. “As a schoolboy
he played hookey and got into all

kinds of jams, which were justiy
curtain-raisers for what followed.

He ioincd a foree ef mercenary
soldiers, was captured by the
enemy, and ransomed by his
father, Whereupon he came and
rghbed his father's house. )

“Father arranged a marriage
witiy a nice local girl, but shertly
after the wedding the boy Tan
off to Sicily and ‘married another
gi¥l, On his next visit home he
had words with his mother, pulied
out her hair, held a knife to her
throat, and turned onm his father
when he intervened. He was then
outlawed from Genoa by the city
fathers.

“In the last act of this drama
he sneaked back-to kill his father, |
attacked him on the beach, and

DP Twins on Way to Cahform

e 4 . i : o
These six-month- oid twmq Fela and Pola Budelman, were

X! |} Early crulse on Sundays at 2 p.

ameng the arrivals on the pavy transport General Stewart when

the ship decked in New York.

They arve two members of a
Germany and will be resettled
Exclusive)

family of five, They come from
in Los Angeles. (Intethational
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was prevented from killing hlm by
servant,”

In 1948, Reypolds, Byrne, and
ueger were elected to honorary
!membership in the” Genoese His-
torical society for their coptinuing
efforts to uncover a vital- corper
of history.

“It's a long job, this business of

Ages,” Reynolds admits.
wack about 30 cans of microfilm
te the Library of Congress this

WEDNESDAY

sheddmg new light .on the Dark
“I sent

ume Krueger. who is now at
the Unlversity of Cineinpati, will
Le-in Genoa next year on a Full-
bright. -grant - to - continue - “the |

to U. S. scholars all the Genoese
documents covering the law, trade, [
and ~ business of the 11005 and
1200's,”

. The lHbrary at the Umversny
of .Wisconsin. now has all" the
lvolumes covering the 1100's in
|photostat, plus samples from ihe|.
1200°s, which account for 39 of
the original volumes. Five volumes
have already been printed by th
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Genoese Histoncal soclety and two
more volumes have reached the
galley proof-stage. -
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2 TOP ENTERTAINMENTS
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