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The Sunday Spotlight

There's Crime in the Air . -

By WILLIAM L. DOUDNA.
(State Journal Radip Editor)
Mystery stories are among the
heaviest sellers in the book stalls,
vet the. dyed-In-the-wool mystery.
Teader is seldom a steady listener
to radio mysteries or a‘regular
patron of movie whodunits. For
example, me.
As such stories become 2 steady
diet, the reader finds himself no
longer an omnl-
YOrous cONSUMmET;
he finds that cer-
tain types of mys-
tery stories of
the works of a
few authors are
meore to his laste
than others. |
(Whether that
applies to radio
and film fans I
can't say.. But I
suspeet  that it
doos, insofar as type i concerned.)
Many mystery readers will tell
vou that they don't like radio
mysterics because they are either
too obvious or teop obscure; the
Jaiter stems from the game which
the better writers play with their
readers—they put every necessary
¢lement of the mystery's solution
in the book, always being fair with
the person who reads and, reading,
tries te solve the case befere the
Jast chapter. Readers claim that |
oiten radio plays make such points!
too prominent to be interesting or|
Jeave them out, which isn't play-
ing the game squarely.
Films arc criticized more on the

|

.
-

second score than on the first; fans
say that too many mystery films
are carelessly edited.

EE

Al thiz heing true, It ix also
ttue that radio prabably will go
all-out tor mystery shows this fall
and winter, just as it went over-
hoard on quiz shows a year or 5o

ago.

Newsweek said recently that
there are about 60 whodunits on
the air-now—counting both radio
network ~ and televislon shows,
Some ave summer tryouts of Te-
placements, but gossip says that
wany of these wilt be held over
‘rr the winter season, along with
some hew ones. ]

This brings up recurrent radlo

' problems.

The first ix simply whether an
epiemit of one type of program

.

crime, that they ieach the chil-
dren that the wages of sin iz death

{or prison. This may be true some-

times, but from here it sounds
like. rationalzation. As Newsweek
asks polntedly, dv the children
remember more the crime or the
punishment? . .

+ .

If radio insists or filling the
air with murder, mayhem, and
other malfeasances, what can
parents do about. it? . .

Firat, they can protest to the
stations, networks, and adver-
tisers.

Second, they can slmply keep
the kids away from the radlo
while such shows are on the air,
T4 isw’t simple, but it can be done.

This department has always
opposed governmental censorship

is good for radip,

If the industry were to scan
itz own history and that of films,
it would find that a preoccupation
with one kind of production leads
to virtual extinction of the type.
It's the same story in both forms
of entertainment — one or two
shows of a ceriain.kind sueceed
mightily, and so everybody imi-
tates them, with the result that
the public is surfeited and seeks
something new. :

Admittedly, the thing s profit-
able for a while, but it seldom
lasts. Is that good? .
problem concerns

The second
children.
Proponents of crime shows

elaim that mystery dramas fight

‘|decency).

of radio {except for libel and in-
But parents certainly
have every right to eenscr what
their children hear, as they ean
censor what they see. And . they
have an equal right to protest to
the producers. ¢

This is not to say that a pro-
gram is bad simply because it is
a mystery story, nor is it to say
that shows which aren't good for
children should be denied adulis,
too. Some time ago, one of the
networks piously promised that
murders would .be broadcast only
after a specified evening hour.
The promise has wvanlshed, and
ihe piety has turned to the thesis
that the end (a warning of the
dire results of crime) justifies the

means.

Uncle Ray’s Corner

Oil Pipe

Slx mil
went into
pipe lines.
idea of the great task which was,
finished with success. !

Irak is bordered on one side by
Arabia, and om another side by
Parsia, or Iran. Turkey and Syria
also touch Irak.

Through Irak flow two rivers
which played a big part in ancient
nistory. They are the Tigris and
the Euphrates, and on their banks
the main cities of ancient Baby-
Jonia were built.

Is Modern Kingdom

Present-day Irak is a kingdom
which is of minor importance in
the world's life, except for its oil.
1t is the home of people of Turk-
ish. Arab, Arrhenian and Persian
descent. Its chief eity is Bagdad.

There is enongh eil in Irak to
supply several million tons to the
world’s markets each year. The
output is not large compared with
that of the United -States, Vene-
zuela or Russia, but it provides
more oil than many other eoun-
{ries,

I
1

ﬁ

|

lion feet of steel pipe ported by cqmels a
the making of the Irak|erts of Arabia or &Y
Tire figure gives an{were no highways w

eross the deg-
ria, and there
hich could be
used by trucks. LT

The need for transport of ofl
brought the start of the Irak pipe
lines. The work was begun in 1831
and it went on for three years.

Worked in Hot Sun

Thousands of men were set 1o
work laying the pipes. They had
to labor in the hot sun, and it was
a frreat problem to keep them sup-
plied with water.

Trench-digging machines were
emploved in performing some of
the work, but much of it could be
done only by hand laber.

The two pipes were laid side by
side for 163 miles. Then they
parted: one was led across Syria
to a seaport city, the other across
Palestine to the gity of Haifa.
Hundreds of miles of those
pipe line route lie across deserts.
How could all that steel pipe be
taken out across the waste lands?

Trucks Were Used

Trucks—Ilarge motor trueks—
supplied the answer. The trucks
were fitted with extra-broad

A good market for Irak oil ex-
jsted in Europe, but what about
moving it? 1t could not be irans-;

wheels and tires, so they would
not sink deeply into the sand. In-
to ther were loaded pieces of pipe

d Across Desert

from 36 to 40 feet long. “About
127,000 tons of pipe were used in
the project. :

The length of one of those Irak
pipe- lines is 300 miles, The other
is 320 miles long.

Gravity may do all the work in
moving oil in the ease of a short
pipe line, but a long one, over an
up—anq-down route, needs pumps.
Pumping stations were built -about
160 miles apart, and a 500 h.p. en-
gine was placed in each of them,

Qil Moved Through

When, at last, the two pipe lines
were finished, oil was sent through
them. It was foupd that between

11,000 tons of oil per day. The oil

the “Arabian Nights” were invent-
ed. There was magic in the tales

wanderful lamp.

Today, scientists and inventors
have made “magic’ of many
kinds, and not the least is the
transport of oil across deserts.
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them they could hindle more than |

fows through pipes in the harbors, |
and about 350 tons of it can be'l
placed aboard a tankel in an hour. | §
In olden times, tae stories of
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“AMERICANS, Speak Up!”

TELL AND SELL
AMERICA

‘It ‘pays off! Learn how a
great advertising idea -— to
| sell America to Americans
—was created,
On “AMERICANS, SPEAK
UBY" advertising man KEN-
| NETH W. AKERS .reveals
| the inside story to Bill Stater.
Yeu won't want o miu this |
inleresting, informesive program!
Listan TODAY!
12 Noon to 12:15 P. M.
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