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quently these days by Dpersons
seeking show-going advice con-
cerns the Irving Berlin-Robert E.
Sherwood musical comedy, ‘"Miss
Linherty,” at the Imperial theater.

Remembering that the eritical
recention of the show When it
opened in mid-Tuly was cool, fo
put it middly, they want to know
if they really should bother go-

ing. And they ask the guestion in;

a tone that implies that they ox-
pect the answer to warn them to
stay away as though the show were

ferent. -

If a couple or group made up
their minds to see & show on a
certaln night and the top hits
weren't immedietely available they
didn't just give up and stay home
or go to a movie, They picked out,
some nther musical that they could
get into on short notice and went
tto it. And, furthermore, enjoyed
! themselves more often than not..

The primary mative Wwas “going
to the theater"—'seeing a show.”
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But not at all. As one of those
who - expressed no great fondness
for the show, It is still possible
to say qulte honestly that it is
nothing to shy away from and that
the average theater-goer is likely:
to get his money's worth from cne!
or several aspects of the preduc-
tion.

It is not a super-show, but nei-
ther is it a 'dog,” and in these
days of curtalled production peo-
ple who really llke to po {o the
theater had better stop loaking
for miracles and give some atten-
tion- to thase preductions that are
a llitle less than brililant, Tt may
be that critics err a trifie in fail-
ing sometimes to draw the line
betweer the out-and-out junk and
the attractions that fall just short
of .the heights.

Want Only Big Shows

However, 1his attitude of the
public is a manilestation of the
Inst decade or so thal stems from
several circumstances. Among
them can be included the exira-
ordinary publizity and demand
connected with such attractions as
“Life With Father,' “"Oklahoma!",
“Carousel,” “Kiss Me Kate, "A
Strestcar Named Desire,” “Death
of a Salesman” and “South Pa-

- cifle.”

1t has reached the point where
people want to see only those
things for which there is 50 much
demand that getting tickels for
them is a major project. One feels
justified 1n thinking that there:
are no more theater-lovers, mere-
ly followers of the headlines.

1. is easy to recall the vears
when a different viewpoint pre-
vailed, especially in the matter
of musical shows. Of course, there
were ‘musicals in those days that
cvervone “just had to see"—the
latest ‘“'Follies,” ‘“'Scandals” or

Snever finds them, or, finding them,

considerably more production In|yomierey. What a gorgeous spot.

those davs, a greater list to choose |
from. Also that ticket prices were-
iower. Both things are true, but,
it is a fact that the increase in
prices is nowhere near as great as)
the rise in the average income of
those who can consider spending.
money on such a luxury as the|
theater.
Critics Too Severe

So the fact ihat there are fawer
productions s no excuse for pass-
mg up a “Miss Liberty" just he-
cause the man says he has nao
~Gouth Pacific” tickets untll next

for any kind of festivity.

Comic Benny Rubin’s 19-
vear-oid daughter, Lyla, quit
college and is working at the
pame stocking counter in the
May Co., department store
here where Mary Berniny toiled
about 20 years ago! Mary, in-
cidentally, is Lyln's godmother.

Arthur Shields,- who is Barry

Fitzgerald's brother, has a feature
role in
Girl"—sn it laoks like therg'll h
plenty

“Tarzan and the Slave

of acting competition in

ulation,” Button said,

Members of the commitlee are
Dean Kudalph K. Froker, Univers
gty of Wisvonsin college of agri-
culture, Dr. Henry T. Scott, Wis-
consin Aiumni Research Founda-
tion: Dr. J. T. Schwab, divizien of
live stock state department of ag-
riculture, Dr. C. A. Brandly, col-
lege of agriculture; Milo K, Swan-
ton, Wisconsin Council of Agrieul-
ture; W W. Clark, college of ag-
riculture; Dr. Huge. Sommer, col-
lege of agriculture; at{orney Mat-
thew Walirich, Shawano: Dr. Carl
N. Neupert, state health officer

d

e

Arbor Dav. One way to encourage
more production is to glve mare
patronage tc:\the less-than-colos-,
sal shows.

As indicated ahove, the critics
must hear some responsihility for
this situation, While no one wants
them to lower their standards,
which ngve hecome gradually
higher over the years, they could
do the theater fand themseives) a
gond turn by using a lit{le more
care m presentation of their
vigws.

Thus, their readers, who too oft- |
en absorb only the headlines or
first few paragraphs, would not be
immediately scared away from
epmething that may have certain
merlts even if it isn’t a master-
piece, ~

Crities are prone sometimes to
bury such merits in verblage with
the resq!t that hte average reader

is 50 confused that e duesn’t rea-
lize 1hat the show might be warth
nis inspection.

PATIENTS ENTERTAINED

Carol Cowan and the  Youth
Summeér Theater players present-
ed “Red Carnation¥ before Men-
dota state hospital patients~ Fri-
day night.
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sometimes da, So, when you need fast
pain relief, always say Cal-Aspirin.
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NAY BOLGER
Gordon MacRAR

PLUS COLOR CARTOON-NEW
=~ TOMORROW!
Robert Mitchum-Wm. Bandix
in “THE B\G STEAL" &
Bill Williamu+Barbara Hals
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