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The Listener Talks Back

'Rep1 Plays Give Actors Chance
To Change Characters Hurriedly

Hv W I I . M A M I.. DOUDNA
f H U l e Journal Theater Edltorl

VMii-n it ioii:es to summer
t i n ; i ir i il>e permanent play-
lnniM"> M I I Ii as Relf ry . Port.
,.IH! I ' r n i t i M i l a . - K f ' t most of
I IM- . i l t i ' l i l inn

Km hi-n'\ another type of
» i i ' i i : i i e i - i l i i ' . i i e r tha t i s doing
.'• '11111 Ii I n keep the leg i t imate
• n i M i i T al iM' i n small commu-
f !':i". mml) r more It's the
' • • i : ! t r p e r t u i r e company, uhk-h
imii". ttin.se ci t ies , p laying six
ni -.fn-n n iyh t . s m rat-h. with
• i i i {T i ' ! i - i t l | i la> racti n iuht .

I i i ie i t i r ' r e p •-how." as it
i . ' . l ump in \\w Jrade. doesn't

'-.I'll*' r l a ^ s of enler-
Y"ii «on' t 'ind it

• I 'M: . ' A i i i i i tm . r »r (il.iys by
I i ' i : i . i - s M > e V t i l l i . i i ! » . a l though

> • , ! ' » • o! t i n - i ioops do por-
i i . i i ' i i oini-'lii-. an i l mclo-
• t . i t i as n! Hnijilu. ' iy caliber;
i 1,1 r l i i i . t n «'s-;iv s t ra ight

i i i ' : i nr N i n ' 1 ( ' i n w a r d — n o t
i.' • ' ! i : i - > r a n ' ! , l int be-
i • ! • in i ,iu <• t l i i - y feel land

. 1 , u'.nil i r - ; i s ( , r : > ihat their
i""!.• 1,1 r- i i i » n t want ihat
X i m l uf - h im

Sii Ihe repertoire eompany
*n<**t in heavily fur lieht com-
f < l v s lapsi i rk comedy, and
inrlurirnma.

* * *
I -,kc Ihe Mr . - iu l i a t thea le r .

('"• I . n i show is a t r a i n i n g
^ . • I ' - ' i M l (or \ o n n ^ ai'tors.
\!.ni\ nf t n d a > s top stars owe
n KI IUI ! deal In Ihe repertoire
hu'- inc '-s w h i r h rrqii invs them
' • > dn H d i f ferent role every
n u m . i n fan- a l o t a l l y r i iFfer-
f n i / i i i i l i e n c e every week, to
i i K - e i en ierKei ines as w i n d and
ram .mil l i K h t . I '. 'iilure oalmly.

l ' n i i l i e i t \ sinnes about the-
*:«•!•. nniue. iinrl radio lo!k are

•n-ul.n !'. rrt lrent ,'lbollt tent-
-l in.v tiai k^imind- About the
mi' one ni the headliners who
• i r n iv . in hr proud of his rep-
• • i i i n r e r.n-eer is f l l n n Smile,
^ n i i t i H i i ' r d these par t s a few
. I M I X it^'o and who now sfars
n r n d i o s "Klrst Nighter" se-
I Ir •

smile wan juvenile man
with Maude Brooks rompany,
which this tra-ion is ending a
career of about 35 consecutive

T i n ' Hrnnks company is in
• l i e M. id iMin area now. as is
( J f o i ' ^ e Koberson's tent the-
. i i i : oiher names f a m i l i a r to
U i cnnsm f n the tent business
.iri- Hie Slout players, the .1.
M H i i t n n u r ' formerly Flora
Hi \ t-^s ( o > , and Kred Reeths.

r ' re r l . us you probably know,
nn • :s manaqer of the Capi- •
:n| i l ie . i te r here, hut some 20
••ears a^'n he was the youngest
" len i r e p ' owner in the rnun-
! > • • Kred was a "Tony"
rmni ' i lKin a s tandard part of
'hi ' , i \rr;ige repertoire show's
' ' [ ( ' i innicnt A "Toby" is a

FRED REETH

comedian who plays country-
boy roles exclusively — you
know the red-headed, freckled,
apparently stupid lad who gets
the best of the city slicker
with his homely philosophy
and innate honesty.

• * - - * • • * •
Whi le there are fewer

"reps'' today than in the past,
there are sti l l quite a few
keeping the tradition of the
theater a living thing in small
communities whose "opera
houses" have been turned into
movie houses or have been
deserted or torn down.

They represent quite an in-
vestment. Each one carries its
own theater — a tent seating
from 500 to 1.500, or even
more; its own stage, scenery,
and properties; seats, lights,
ticket boxes, marquee (front
entrance and lobby), costumes,
and all the other theatrical
equipment needed for a play.
Some have their own light
plants, and some even carry
stoves to heat the tent on cold
spring and autumn nights.
Many have their own trucks
and buses: some still use
freight cars or rented trucks.

* '* ' '* ' *
The amount of personnel

varies. Some of the shows get

along with four or five actors,
but'most of them have a dozen
or more. Some have their own
orchestras — which is more
than you'll find in most per-
manent theaters these days.
Almost invariably, the, reper-
toire show offers vaudeville
between the acts of each play.
Many carry special performers
for this feature, but in most
cases the actors "double" to do
a song or dance or to appear in
a quartet.

Besides the actors, musi-
cians, and other entertainers,
the company must have a man-
ager, ticket salesman, advance
agents, a tent crew, and a
stagre crew. Sometimes there's
some "doubling" here. too.

You don't hear much crying
these-days about the money
"the show takes out of town."
Instead, you find the com-
munities welcoming the show
folk, many of whom come back
year after year. True, they
take some money away with
them, but they leave some be-
hind, too—for actors must eat
and sleep.

More important, they leave
behind the memory of a plea-
sant week of entertainment, a
touch of the magic which only
the footlights can give.
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Todays Outstanding Radio Programs, Classified
Special Events

1:30 pjn.—Snap Box Derby
(WIBA): Lou Landman at the
mike (also at S:S» pjn.)

* * •

Religion
8 a.m.—C h u r c h of the Air

(WBBM): the Rev. J. J. Sessler.
Holland, Mich., on "To the Mem-
ory of an Undying Love" . . .
Bible Highlights (WMAQ): "Dra-
ma in Life" . . . Revival Hoar
(WISC): "Joseph. His Path ' of
Humiliation."

8:45 a.m A r t of L i v i n g
(WMAQ): "Stop Fuming
Fretting — Get Peaceful."

and

10 a.m. — A v e M a r i a H o u r
(WISC): "St. Eric of Sweden."

10:30 a.m.— H O B r of F a i t h
(WISC): "The Church's Battle
Against Disease."

11 a jn.— Voice of P r o p h e c y
(WLS): "Signs of Our Times."

12:30 p.m.— S u n d a y Vespers
(WISC): "When God Goes Speak-
ing."

4 p.m. — C a t h o l i e H o u r
(WMAQ): "Obedience."

* * *

Discussion
10:30 a.m. — Reviewing Stand

(WKOW): "Should We Worry
About the Increased Cost of Gov-
ernment?"; Sen. F. J. Meyers
(R-Pa.), Sen. K. S. Wherry (R-
Neb.) . . . Eternal Light (WMAQ):
"The Words We Live By;" Irving
Fineman, Dr. J. I. Goldin. Marvin
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JLowenthal, Marie Syrkin, Alex-
ander Scourby.

11:30 a.m. — R o u n d Tab le
(WMAQ): first of s e r i e s on
"How's Business?"; subject, "Will
Business Get Better or Worse?";
Commerce Secretary Charles
Sawyer, Sen. Paul Douglas (D-
111.), Vice-Pres. Theodore Ynterta
of Ford Motor Co.

12:45 p.m.—Americana. Speak
tip (WKOW): Capt. Eddie Rick-
enbacker.

1:45 pjn.—Veteran Wants to
Know (WHA): C i v i l Service
Commissioner J. M. Mitchell on
jobs in federal government.

2:15 p.m.—Sen. Joseph Mc-
Carthy (WFOW): reports from
Washington.

5 p.m.—Sen. Robert A. Taft
(WISC): on North Atlantic pact.

9:30 pjn.—Peoples Platform
(WBBM): "Will Government
Spending Maintain Prosperity?"

10:15 pjn. — Rotary F o r u m
(WKOW): "Strengthening the

United Nations;" Dean. C. A.
Elvebjem and Prof. R, J. Danger-
field, University of Wisconsin;
Prof. N. F. Bruce, Oxford uni-
versity.

* • . •

Drama
9 a. m. — Destination Freedom

(WMAQ): "The John Henry
Story."

3 p. m. — House of Mystery
(WKOW): Arizona's "Haunted
Desert."

3:30 p. m. — Proudly We Hall
(WFOW): Gloria DeHaven in
"Perilous Journey."

4 p. m. — F a m i l y H 6 a r
(WBBM): Audrey Totter in "Re-
becca."

7 p. m. — Four Star Playhouse
(WIBA): Robert Cummlngs in
"Third Girl from the Right," story
of a wealth; businessman and a
gold-digger.

Music
11:30 a. m. — Piano Playhouse

(WISC):1 Whittemore and Lowe,
duo-pianists.

12 m. — Chorallen (WBBM):
"A Dream," "Or Man River," "The
Band Played On."

1 p. m. — CBS S y m p h o n y
(WBBM): Bernard H e r r m a n n ,
conductor; incidental music for "A
Midsummer Night ' s Dream,"
Raff's "Lenore" symphony.

2:15 p. m. — Chautauqna Sym-
phony (WISC): Franco Autorl,

Barter of S»vl!l«" ovwfer*. Ho.
sini; "Not-turn. to T Hurn," ChBp
m: "Ritual Fir* Danft." b*r*IU
"Vslse Triste," Slb«llu»; "Tub*"'
the Tub.," Kl*(ii»tn««r; final* nf
J-oncerto No. 2." Rarhnunliuilf
Ue.r Rnsenkavallcr" w • 1 1 * « »

Straus*.
• 9. m — Dr.** rat-Mi* ( WHBM >

In an 18th Century I)iawit,«
Room. "Temptation/ "All the

,. • ' •toko. ovw W.iter W i n
' t 'ne a time-spot
LI?;?? •• "!• — r«*»Utar MUM.
( \ U H A l ; "April In I'arl,," "I ;
See You Again,"

lsourl Waltz."
" ' 8ibon»y," "J*!

GARDNER CUMMINGS —'"'- ' •"

conductor; Francis Magnes, violin-
ist; "Concerto No. 1," Bruch.

(WIBA?: Sr.ler^lfoSelllTv* (WMA<5i:;BUddy no^rT-l/*"'
conductor; Aaron Copland, Inter-;ert. Ru*r«- a*u«iU.
mission speaker; Mozart's "Paris" *;•• ?• •»—H»llit»»*4l r.UItu

!;J?J: "»• - w-*> ••*« Tk.1

rWIBA): Ava Gardner anil ,
Morgan, curgti.

• * *

Documentary
t f.m—UrlM—IMf (WIHAi

' »tnr» nl
Rom* t'i

and 39th symphonies.
3 p. m.—All-State Band (WHA):

at University of Wisconsin stadi-

,,„„_,- — S y m p h o n e l t e
(WBBM): Joseph Fuchs. violinist ..„. _
Aus Der Heimat," "Red Mill" I ,"'* Top. ind ,

medley, "Simple Aveu," "Dancing' clrc"**" from ' . -
Doll." •modern American, wi th »mph*«i,

5 p. m.—Hit Parade on Parade on clrlwn»-
(WBBM): "Deep Purple." ^Urn-
brella Man," "Penny Serenade,"
Jeepers Creepers."
7:30 p. m. — NBC Symphony rlfl chi ldren

(WIBA): Wilfred Pelletier, con-
ductor; Artur Rubinstein, pianist,':

(WMAQ): fust of twn l.roml, .,'.
on irx rrl'irnllnn. with t l -yrnr
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News: March**
Farm Service
Farm

Frolic
Musical

Clock
• Musical

Clock
• Organ

Tone*
• Organ
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Center
Sunday

Farm Bour
• Toby and

Chore Bora
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• Music
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New Rhythm
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News Roundup
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New*
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the Air
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News
Howard E. Smith
To Be Cont'd
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Serenade
WBBM

Pick Dp Tim*
Show Tune*
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SymphoneflQue
The
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Syncopation
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Orchestra
CBS Symphony

Orchestra

Orchestra
Dance
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Music
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Symphonette
Symphonette
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Bit Parade

on Parade
Call the
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Sam
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News
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Editor at Borne
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Take a

Sen Taft
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Think
Fast
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Stop the
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Stop th*
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Oo for
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Prophecy

News
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Board
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American* Speak
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False
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News of Week
Ortln
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Orch.; New*
News; Freddy
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Al Trace
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World New*
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News
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Uncle Ray's Corner

When Traders Hunted Big River
Ever since the.Stone age, furs

lave been valued for clothing.
Hany women of today wear fur

coats on chilly days, and some-
imes they wear such coats when
:he weather is not very cold.

In pioneer times (and later!
many men, as well as woTnen
wore fur coats and fur caps were
also popular.

The Hudson's Bay company is
he greatest fur trading company
hat ever existed. It was formec
n 1670, when King Charles II
[ranted a charter to 18 British

noblemen. They were to have the
right to carry on all trade in the
region around Hudson bay and
he rivers flowing into it.

Mackenzie Was Pioneer
Trading posts were built in

lozens of places by the Hudson's
Jay Co., also by the Northwest
Trading Co. One of the famous
pioneers in the fur trade was
Alexander Mackenzie, who moved
rom Scotland to Canada when he

was a young man.
In 1789 Mackenzie set out on a

rip which was to bring him last-
ng fame. He was employed by
he Northwest Trading Co.

Mackenzie had been placed in
:harge of a trading post on the
ihore of Lake Athabasca. That
ake is about half way between

Hudson bay and the Pacific coast.
Reported Big; River

From time to time, hunters
rom the trading post had come

"iack with reports of a "big river'
?hich flowed out of a lake to the
orth.
"What is that big river?" Mac-

enzie wondered. "How long is
and into what body of water

oes it flow?"
The manager of the trading post

'anted to answer those questions,
o he sent word to a cousin to
ome to Lake Athabasca. The
ousin was made acting manager,
nd Mackenzie then felt free to
iave. »
With a party of five white men

nd seven Indians, he started
orthward on a Jane morning,
he journey was to take them
long the Slave river to Great
lave lake, then across the lake.
Seven days were used in going

own Slave river. From time to
time they had covered a distance
f 60 miles.

Clouds of Mosquitoes
There were clouds of mosqui-

oes about the shore of the lake,
nd ice floated on "-he water.
No one in the party1 knew where

le "big river" was to be found,
nd days were lost in trying to
ocate it. At length a Red Knife
ndian, who lived in the area,
greed to act w guide.
The big river was at the western

nd of the lake. Early July saw
the party traveling northwestward;

The fur trading post on Lake Athnbaska.

with the current.
A bait was made to visit a vil-

lage of Dogrib Indians. The ex-
plorers were told that they would
>e old men before they reached
the end of the river. The Indians
also spoke of "monsters" which
guarded the river; perhaps they
were thinking of whales in salt
water near its mouth.

Such statements did not make
Mackenzie afraid. He obtained a
3ogrib Indian as a guide, and

went on'withsthe journey.

The Chase
Gets Boost
in Horsepower

HOLLYWOOD— (JP) — Not even
that old standby, the western, is
safe from Hollywood Innovations.

.The chase, introduced some 30
years ago by William S. Hart .and
Bronco Billy Anderson, is still
with us, but Universal-Internation-
al has mccumbed to the national
reverence for speed. In "The West-
ern Story," cowboys ride quarter-
horses Instead of rangeland cow
ponies.

AWieievet
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"Quality Merchandise at
Reasonable Prices"

for a new

RCA VICTOR
portable

Three Dimensional Films
Await Studio Financing

BY ALINE MOSBY 'more dHni'liMim.
{United Press Hollywood Correspond'!) "W,. tis«. luihllnii mm In ll> :..

HOLLYWOOD, (UP) — Three hrlnu them iwnv (mm lh» irrrin >
dimensional movies, that pry ac- And cnlom of in>iiii i in inri tn«
tors away from the scenery and art* t-ltosrn r a n - f u l l v wi «.i..i.
make Lana Turner's curves look'won't mi-It into HIP liai kmnunii
eurvier, are ready to hit the „,
screen. But their inventor waiN .. IB /*r*?' «'»*»»«»»«l -»»«l»'
no studio wtll dish out money for "" •'• r °M ""ll "•'«'•'
his trick, rounrinra*. Hr **i|M-an la He rii hi

Joe Valentine, one of movir- ln tt* ••"••»•••"
land's top cameramen, developed Minn T Innki i w i r r t* w tmi iah! ,
a gadget that brings depth to the- .md l lumphrrv Il i i^aii «p|ir*r> in
screen back in 1940. It's gathering dnvh w i t h hi* nu t t m h l Inlii Hi.-
dust. No studio will cough up nuriiciui ' Trr<-> Innk li"ilirtst «n.|
dough to back the project. 'pp>i|ili- Imik l ike prnplr « l u < i i

"Two dimensional movies we unu l i l hi> • rhoncr Ami Ihc num.
have now look flat—flat actors Igovr who RPU atuck in * slrte u»i
against flat scenery," explains 'won't MUM- In nqulni *l lmi| linn
Valentine, who's up for an Oscar men on a dl>lnrtrd srrrrn »l(hf |
for photographing "Joan of Arc." Ml«» Tiirni-r lunki roimrt tin i
a movie that could've used a few where he »n»
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with order .indicating addrttMt elMrly.

Wisconsin AState Journal


