EDITOR'S NOTEB.OK”" =

HE ANNUAL B!'itlsh -crisis Is thh ns
‘again, :
This time the headlines pmclaun that 1t
Is induced by falling exports and the shrink
age of dollar and gold reserves below the $2. .
billlon minimum required to maintain
gterling as a world currency.
Sir Stafford Cripps, Chancellor of the
Exchequer, offers as an immediate pallia-
tive the curtaillng of purchases from: the

United States, more efficlent production

methods and an even tighter austerity pro-
gram.

His suggested remedy Is a bit hke going
on a diet to cure cancei.

The Britlsh economic malady is so deep-
rooted that it can never be healed without a
radical operation. Even them, Johii Bull's
uitimate chance of recovery must be de-
scribed as “slight.”

This is why:

1—The British Empire, for cenmnes the
world’s lepder in banking, international
‘trade, colonization and mastery of the seas,
is broke,

The terrific cost of two World Wars ex-
hausted her resources and reversed her his-,

toric role as a creditor nation to that of a -

suppliant secking mssistance wherever she
could find it. The British dominions, long
explolted profitably for the benefit of Eng-

land, now find the mother country owing -

them huge sums of money.

2..Income from British exports is
steadily falling due to the drop in world
prices and the fact that British goods are
too expensive to be attractive to foreign
markets. This la particularly true of motor
cars and even British specialties such as
shoes and woolens.

This sltuation could be pnrthlly cor-
rected by devaluation of the pound but
Bir Biafford Cripps argues that such
action would lower the already depressed
British standard of living.

3—The American loan .and Marshé.ll
Plan funds have enabled Britain to live he-
yond her means. ‘The ald provided by the

United States was Intended to be a spur, .

and not as the Washington Post says “a
cushion.”

Yet a comforting cushion it has proved
to be for the addicts of Britaln' “disincen-
tive” philosophies. :

As far back as April, 1948 Lord Beaver-
brook of the London Daily Express warned, .
1*The belie! must be reiterated that the loan
{American) did nothing but Injury to- Brit-
min and the Empire. And the Marshall
Flan will have the same result.” _

These were prophetic words, whether.
you agree with his lordship or not.

*

T THE TIME Marshall Plan Aid was
voied by Congress, it was generally .
believed that the funds provided by the
United States would enable Western Europe
to regain a measure of econemic stability.

There was no thought, however, that it
might become a permanent subsidy.

I dissented then and dissent now from
the popularly held view that Amerlcan dol-
lars alotte can solve the problems of the
world.

The Freo Press argued from the first
that to be cffective, American ald mudt
be coupled with the determinailon of
each mation recelving assisiamnce to put
ita own howse in order.

In a few Instances such as Belgium, very
real progress has been made., In most
cases, however, “recovery” is a temporary
upsurge that will not long survive the day
when the flow of American funds is cut off -

The busted British boast of full employ-
ment, cradle-to-the-grave security and free
medical care. In their fool’s paradise, thére
geams to exist no true realization that none
of these meastires could be financed with-
out cutside help.

In a bitter editorial, the Financial Times,
of London agsalls Sir Stafford Cripps for his
failure. to ‘“'contemplate action conunen-
surate with the gravity of the crisis.”

*“Ihe Government,” says the Times, “is
determined to preserve the ark of Social-
sm, comne what may. Thlscﬁslsmnnotbe
dealt with i{n an estrich-like manmer. Itisa
crisis for the country. And it would be well -

for the country i it prodifced a crisis for

the Government.”

The London Daily Mail ﬂlunders:
“What a policy for a proud, vigorous peo-
pie. . . . This conntry meeds expansion,
sot contraction, freeidom, not restriction.”

1t is ironical indeed that in the hour of
Hritain's severest economle test, its Govern-
suent should be In the hands of impractical

“tions. It talis. emnomy
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'appropmatwns to “meet” the British crisis.

Senator ‘Taft states the .case-well when
he says, “The British planned economy just
isn't working, . They will have to work out’
their problem for themselves by changing
their system or doing something else. . We
can't be expected to give them any more
help.”

Senator Herbert R. O'Conor, Maryland
Democrat, commented that Britain isn't
furnishing any. “fa\rorable advertisement”
for state socialism. - ‘

- On the other hand, Wultar Lipp-
mann is Tor continuing lupporf. even
though he concedes that even with Mar-
shall Plan ald, “the British aru maoving
raiher mpldly. not towards reenvery but
toward insolvency. That ‘ts the least
alarming language in” which this crisis
“can truthfolly be describe

The London: Economist puts it even
more bluntly: ‘“There was & time when it
looked as though the Marshall Plan was
working, It is now apparent this was an
jllusion.

“There hasn't been nearly enough prog-
ress towards self-support,” the Economist
continues. “Indeed, if American.critics of

" eream to cigaret boxes that

- at popeorn

the Marshall Plan.say that dollars have .
nerely removed afrum the British people the .

harsh pressure. of mrcumshmoes that would
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CURSE OF BUILT-IN AGE

Nobody Wanis Anyihmg

Unless It Has

Extras

© By HAL BOYLE

NEW YORK (£ This- is the
built-in age,
Nobody anx longer wantl anys
thing unless it is ailo
to have at lpast a couple ot oth-
er features built into it.

This goes for practically ev-
erything !rom TaAsieTes. to
bookcases, from three-color ‘ice

Bl
"Yankee Doodle"” when ope neg
It it doesn't have that hui]tln
something extra, it's strictly
“twenty-tnree  skiddoo.” Even
the pigeons turn up thelr beaks
today unless it con-
tains three kinds of built-in vita-

“Think I'm  kidding? Well
over In Glas ow they've just de-
uge with buiitin

velo
pertger:e. Makes a girl smell
sweet in any flavor she wants

for months and months.
But this international craze to
build something into something
clse probably has reached its
true tiower in the motor car and
household gadget industries,
An autorsobile used 1o bhe a
vehicle to get you from here to
there.. But now cars are grad.
ually taking the place of the ald-
fashioned home, You can.shave
in them, listen to a  concert,
smoke, carTyY on a lon,

‘"telephone conversation with

otherw'lse have compened them to mnke the -

necessary - adjustments, . it is very hard' to

‘quarrel with them. At some point, the re-

The . community
. simple broom, It used to be a

adjustment must come,
cannot perpetua]ly consume 'more than it
earns.”

. Down-to earth Russell Weisman of the
Cleveland Flain Dealer sums up my own
view when he says: “The shortage of dollars
in England and elsewhere stems from the
fact that the bulk of their foreign buying is
necessarily done in our markets, and that
_they cannot produce and sell abroad enough
to pay their bills here for foodstuffs and a
wide variety of raw materials and manu-
factures. . . . As far as I can see, the situa-

ticn is one which will not be altered by all -

the austerities that may be imposed and all
the monetary and loan phenagling that may
be underfaken. -

The truth is that whether Brita.in’s next
government be Socialistic or. Conservative,
the British must find some way in which to
regain their competitive pesition in the
world of trade and commerce, This end can
never be accomplished by what the same

Sir Stafford Cripps called in 1946 “the'l

cumulative despair of restrictionism.”
Sir Stafford should read that line again,

*
HE BRITISH dilemma should convince
every -thinking American of the dan-
gers inherent in state socialism,

At the very moment when Great Brit.
ain is hovering on the brink of economia
disaster, the New Statesman and Nation,
the Socialist Party's organ, is blaming the
United States Congress for causing a busi-
ness slump by failing to support Pres]dent
Truman's Fair Deal philosophies.

In some curious way, the Socialists hold
us respons:ble for their dollar shortage:

. President Traman is doing his best to
emulate the bankrupt British “by adve-
cating the spending of additional billioas
on welfxre projects which the Gmulh'y Is
unable to atford.

" The Congress is likewise to blame for
refusing 1o cut departmental .appropria-

Neither the President nor his 8lst Con-
gress seem to realize that if they constantly
seeknewwnystospendmoremoneythan‘

Paris, or push a button and slice
your’ ‘mother-in-law in half with
an automate . sliding window,
About the only thing you can't
do in them Is Blay a tuba.
-Take what happened to the

straightforward instryment for
gathering dust out of odd cor
ners, 'I'hen they turned 15 inta
a carpe r. Then it de
veloped in :Ee vacuum clean-
er.  And what won't it do' now?
It'll paint walls, wax floors, dry

the baby, manicure the furnitura

and shampoo your rug or your
dog or your wile

In another ar it'll serve
meals, fight dlers, attack pols
sonous snakes and play you gin
rummy for keeps,

Furniture has become sc com-
plicated by built-in gadgets that
you ¢an't even tell It function
{rom an outside look. Soon we’ll
have to hang an index on each

-plece to ¥now all it is capable

of. ¥You'll have to approach it
by radar,

As it is now I always have a
moment of fear when a host
asks me to pull cpen the door
of a new cabinet in his living
room. I never know whether the
thln% will dump a sack of Iaun.

n the floor, fiip out an X.
ray picture of my lungs, spray
me with martinis, roll out into
a sofa bed or just show another
television wrestling match from
Chicago.

Yes, it's ail confused, Try to

diat & telephone and somebody

‘votes for pork,

——
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“could develop ‘a nasty-crisis of its own. -
Yet, theywnﬁnuemseekmwmysin
which to finance extravagance.
When Secretary of State Dean .Acheson
approved Britain’s' emergency slash in for-

eig‘npumhases,memrkad "Ifynum...- '

complains you're turning off the

air-condltionln unit. Are we liv-
ing at a builtin war,
or dwe g at war in a bulltin

peace? Call a social engineer.
The planet's swry.

The corner ‘saloon ne longer
olfers any escape. I met a friend
emerging from one the other
ila}', .and. he said with a dazed
ookt

‘What a new slot -machine
they. got in there! I put in a
nickel.  And : what happened?
Why the darn thing rang up &
10,000,000 sccre, shot- off three
Roman candles, weighed me,
shined my shoes, told my for-
tune, played £ Bing Crosby rec.

ord—and

d reached Into my pock-. -

et for another nicke]. '
“Don’t go In

Po].

barely got out allve. It I'd.put
g would - BY.

in a arter, the thin
probab "have m me,
moved into my apartment and
set up housekeeping." :

Thereisonlyonewnytomd‘m

the built-in age. That's to de-

velop a race. with some bulltin--

‘distance -

AUN'I' HET

wisewhenyourmeumefalla_ _ ymrmy.w_ :

ing falls off, t00.” .

Let us hope thatHanwdﬂnt miss. this . pery

iteminthe Washinztonnempapets.

common sense, Who reall
wants a fountain 'pen thnt wiﬁ
write letters, brush his

aranteed take his passport photo a.nd—

for 50 centd extra—has three
knife blades and a bottle opener
at one end?
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Doplum ‘of the
~ A.This statement-is rhade by

Philosdphy ‘of - Right” -

slagan by the Bolahe
sla, - atl.rlbutinz it to Lenin.

word “torpedo™?-
- A Thaworduderlvedﬁ'om

be numb.” ' Robert. Fulton ' is

- ¥ sald to have besn the first per-
-} son to use“fit when, in 1805, he

demonstrated a method of de~
troying ships by explodin

chu'ge of gunpowder ag

* the hull undexr water,

Q. How much does Gloria
Jean Thompson, the lady boxer, .
welgh? M. L. P.

A. The lady. boxer weighs, 140
pounds, She uses the régula-
tion G-ounce gloves in her bouts,

" Q. When was vas the Ora
tion of Amerlean States formed?

_A. The organization w;;a
up on April 30, 1848, wh
resentatives of 21 Amerium re-
publica . signed - the - charter in
Bogota, Colombia. O. A. §.'func-
tions through’ six agencles, one
of which is the Pan American

- Union, and it is, in fact, a cons

tinuation of the system of in-
ternational relations inaugurated
?gmthe Amerlcan republics in

"WHO SAID ion ﬁ‘uu.ﬁ
@ Vo SAID aigon e

| Karl Marx in his “Introduction.. ..
I to a Critique of the Heg

" Q. What Is the origlnont the

the Latin "torpere,” meaning *1o.. '

allag - R
(1844).™
In 1919 it was ‘adopted as &
i'in Rus"~
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Answer to Question No. 1
- No. . ‘They. should base them

. on the fact that they are human
beings. They should have all the’

rights of human beings the same
as_men. . are of course
some functions such as bearing
and rearing children and run-
ning the home that fall exclu.
sively to women, “But both men
sand women should have their
rights, not becanse of these. sep.
arate functions but because they.

gnjza " mre both:.engaged in_one common

enterprise—the. bnsiness of liv-
ing and making & geood world
in which to live."
Anawer {0 Question No. 2

Yes, ajthough nobody does un-
less it be judges. An English
psvchologist, Rankin, found we
spend ‘on the average 9 per cent
of our time writing, 10- per cent
reading; 30 per cent. speaking
and 45 per cent’ llstenins. (Some
husbands spend 94 44-100° .per
cent of their home-time listen.

i.ng‘) Paychologist J. L. Brawn
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asks, “Why not teach listening?" - 23
He thinks it iy as important as,
teaching reading. You will be’
surprised at how much you learm’ it
through the hablt of paying ..,
close attention to what the other'™ |
fellow ‘sayx insiead of merely o
“‘;aitt%nig for your chence to ;;
aw u

Answer lo Quuuon No. s’ .
Nat unless you Imagine yours =
self really living In a. dream :o
world and act ag though it were . 11
the actual world of hard work
and earning .bread and butter T
However, it's a fine cure for-
whatever ails you to let your e
imagination go free now
then and build castles in the l.h' w
where life Is easy, besutiful and. :i¢
happy. This is as natural as g
breathing ‘and adds -tc the en. -
i{oyment of life. Sometimes, too,
t brings new ldeas and pi.l.nl wa
which m bring money and
happiness if you keep your !eet
on- the ground,
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