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Bill to Reorganize
State Department
Waits House Vote

WASHINGTON, May T A
bill to reorganize the State De-
partment ag suggested by the
Haover Commission awaited
House action today after being
passed by the Senate,

The main feature of the meas-
ure Is & provision for 0 Assist-
ant Secretarfes of Siate instead
of the present six—a move in-
tended to iree the Secretary and
Undersecretary irom burdensome
gdetails so they can devote more
time 10 forelgn policy.

The bill differs enly in minor
respects from the reorganization
plan submitted by the 1Z-man
commission headed by former
President Herbert Hoover. Sec-
retary of State Acheson was a
member of the group.

Another bill based on a Hoover
Commission recommendation was
approved vesterday by the Sen-
ate expenditures committee. It
would put all government “house-
keeping” apencies into one cen-
tral office.

San Pedran
Plunges Off
Dock, Drowns

SAN PEDRO, May 7. The he-
roic effort of = bystander and
the hourleng efforts of a Iire
department inhalator squad, yes-
terday afternoon failed to revive
Cleofas LaFarga, 55, W,
O'Farrell St. who plunged into
the harbor at Berth 9B

Folice said LaFarga was hold:
jng the stern line of the fishing
boat Dorlc when he somehow
plunged into the water. Near-by
onlocker Lyle Pawsll, 26801 S.
Western Ave, Harbor City, dove
into the water aifter LaFarga,
grasped him and attempted to
kold his_head above water until
other wiilnesses could holst the
unconstious man onto the berth.

An inhalator squad, worked on
the man until ke was pronounced
dead by a physician at 5:20 p. m.
The body was removed to Mclier-
ney's Mortuary.

Locel Briefs

Injured in Fall—Mrs. Philip M.
Thompson, 4392 Elm Ave, who
was Injured Wednesday in a fall
at a local market, will be con-
fined 1o her home for several
weeks, it was reported today. She
susfained a fractured left arm
and other injuries.

Purchasing Men
See Two Ways
Into Depression

NEW YORK, May 7. WP Lead-
ing U, 8. purchasing agenis after
a five-week seminar in purchas-

management at Columbia
University issned the opinion to-
day that there are only two ave-
nues along which a depression is!
likely to develop: ]

1. The possibility that "we will!
talk purselves into one.” i

9, The eventuallty that Russia
will ‘“‘declare and pi peace.”

Thev said that if neither ave.
nue develops, the United States
probably will experience a down.
ward perlod of prices and busi-
ness  activity, the rpattern of
which would avoid the depression
effect. -

Evangelistic Meetings
at West Side Church

West Side .Christian Church,
2590 Adriatlc Ave., will hold an
evanpelistic  meeting, stariing
May 9 and continuing nightly to
May 22, it was announced by the
minister, James L. Shields. E.
A. Watts, minister of Victery
Center Church in North Holly-
wood, will speak, This is the third
evangelistic meeting he has con-
ducted for West Side Church. Le-
¥indy Colling, student at Paclfic
Eible Seminary, will be in charge
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‘Eccentric

ETHANY., Mo, May T. (G2
Kidnaping charges faced a
28.yearold eccentric war veteran
who took twoe young Michigan
girls to Missouri from their farm
home today.

Authorities said they would re-
turn Flowd L. Baxter, Sheiby.
Mich., to Michigan to face the
charges,

Baxier would not say why he
took the girls but told authori-
ties last might that he would
waive extradition.

The girls, Eonnie Mae Franks,
11, and her sister, Joan Matie, 12,
talked, however, and sald they
left home because their parents

Statistical Snar!

Slows Contest
for Fields’ Wealth

108 ANGELES, May 7. (™

C. Fields find themselves deep in!

a mathematical morass todayv. The
case was adjourned until Monday
so they could sort through the
figures.

Statlsties entered the battle
over the late comedian's $771,000
estate when Samuel Pop, an ac-
countant, came up with an in-
forma? record of Fields' financial
doings. The comedian died Christ-
mas Day, 186,

Pop appeared at vesterday’s
session as a witness in behalf of
Flelde’ sister, Mrs, Adel C. Smith,
and his brother, Walter Flelds.
The accountant said he eould fur-
nish a record of the fllm comic’s
income and expenses showing!
there was no California commu-:
nity proper before 1937,

Mrs, Smith and Walter Fields
contend that if Flelds were not
a Calitornia resident until 1337,
then the widaw, Mrs, Harriet V.
Fields, 6%, would have no right
to community property belore
that date.

Bui Mrs. Fields' attorney savs
he has 100 witnesses who eould
testify that. Fields was legally
domiciled in California many
years before 1937.

There are three other principal
claimants to the estate. They are
Carlotta Monti, actress friend of
Fields who was bequeated at lzast
£50 a week for life; a son, Claude]
Fields, and Wililam Rexford
Fieds Morris. whe clalms 1o be
an illegitimate son of the come-

Clalmants to the fortune of W.EO

Detained

in Girls’ Abduction

|"faver our brothers there They
'supported Baxter's statement
that he did not molest them.

The girls live near Whitehall,
Mich., with their, mother and
stepfather. They were with Bax.
ter in a hotel here, registered as
father and daughters.

Baxter said he and the girls
1left Muskegon, Mich., in a dilapi-
dated autemobile Jast Sunday. He
told W. V. Mayse, Harrison Coun.
ty prosecuting attorney, that he
hoped ta get a job in the “ranch
acountry.”

The ‘car broke down completely
two davs ago wnear Manchester,
Imnga. Baxter sold it for junk for

Operation of Boats

Service Announced

George T. Wailters who, for the
last four and onehalf years has
been a member of the police de-
partment, today announced the
opening of his U.Drive Boals
service at 1900 W. Seaside Blvd,
Sole owner of the business, Wal-
ters recently tesigned from the
olice force and baught 20 new
Birchcraft outhoard motorboats
to rent for fishing, Safety patrol
boats are operated at all times,
according to Walters.

Variety Clubs Elect
Dallas Man as Chief

SAN FRANCISCO, May T. (iR
Robert H, O'Donnell,
Texas, was re-elected chief inter-
national

conventint, .

Southern California was voted
the 1948 charity award citation,

The c<lub's charity program
for 1849 was Increased to a ree-
ord 52,800,000, including the first
year's aperation of the Will Rog-
ers Memorial Hospital at Saranae,
N. ¥., and expanded donations to
children’s charitles throughout
the nation. ~

Remanian High Court

Verifies Life Terms

BUCHAREST, Romania, May
4. &F The life sentences of Peas.
ant Party Leaders Juilu Manpiu
and Mihalache on charges of high
treasen andd sabotage were cone
firmed teday by the Romanian
supreme military court.

The court also rejected 13 other
appeals of defendants sentenced
t0 terms ranginhg frem two years
te life on charges of crimes
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Sacred Musi

presents four, siz and eight-part

fornia schael system.

BIBLE INSTITUTE CHOIR—Yha Laudisti Cheir of the School of

Beach fo sing a program of sacred music Su
field Baplist Church, it is announced by Rav.
paster. Tha chair, pictured here, is co

training for specific Chrishian service at homw and abread. Eva
Margaret Tovey is director, well known for her work In tha Cali-

Navy Family
Chapel to Hold
Special Service

A Mother's Day service will ba
held at the Navy Family Chapel.
451 W. Ocean Blvd. at 3 p. m.
A flawer will be given to each
person attending, and two Navy
motkets will be honored. The
mixed guartet will sing A number
from the Plymouth Cellection,
titled "Sing of Mary,” and the
choir wilk sing the vesper hymn.
nSavior Breathe an Evening
Blessing” {Speaks), Babies and
children will be cared for “below
declt during tie service, After-
eoflee and tea will be
served in the “living room.” Al

1 barker at vesterday's service men, their familics and
conclnding sessien of the 13h an-!friends are invited,
nual Variety Clubs International’

L. B. Woman Proud
of Rare, Black Lily

Mrs, Albert Webber, 753 Ala-
mitos Ave., 1s proud of 1he rare
black lily now approaching full
bloom in her frent yard, but she
says the beauty of the plant does
nat lie in its odor, which is un-
pleasant, ‘The Jiy actually Is a
deep purple. Bleoms are Irom
six to 10 inches in length, um-
turling much as other lilies. Mrs.
Webher sald the plant bloomed
last year and attracted much at-
tentlon from flower lovers.

Baptist Convention

Secretary to Talk
Pr. Frank M. Kcpner, Los An.
seles,  executive  seeretary  of

Sputhern California Baptist Con-
vention, will occupy the pulpit of
Garfield Baptist Church_for the
morning worship and Mother’s
Day obscrvanee, it was _an-
nounced by the pastor, Rev.
Leonard K, Faulkner., Tributo
will be pald to all mothers of the
congregation, with special reeog:
nitiont to the oldest and youngest
mothers present.

;Secretary to Preach

at Both Services

Dr. Edward F. Austin of Los
Angoles, secretary of mlissionary
promotion for the Southern Cali-
fornia Baptist Convention, will
at Immanuel Baptist
Church tomorrew morning and
evening. At 11 a. m, he will
preach on_“The Infjucnce of a
Christian Mother," His evening
subjoct is *“The Message of Jesus
for Today.”

Minister Will Talk

.| About Maturity

“Foundation for Maturlty"” will
be the sermeti subject of Rev.
Willlam Harvison Myers of First
Methodist Church tomorrow
morning. Robert Carver, bari-
tone, will sing “Out of the Decp”
{Bedelly. There will be ne eve-
ning serviee because of the co-
operation with the union service
at Muniripal Auditerium,

Phoenix Minister

to Present Sermon

Rev. Leonarde Mercade. from
the Moexlcan Gospe!  Mission,
Phoenix, Ariz. will speak tomor-
tow at Berea Bapist Church, 6031
Linden Ave. at 11 a, m.. accord-
ing to Rev. Dan D. Barrington,

astor. He wil] speak at Ti30

{ p. m. on “Christian Mothers."
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