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Uncle Ray's Corner--Scottish Folklore Was More Fascinating to Him Than Law

8ir Walter Bcott, the famous/make a crutch or cane neces—‘
suthor, was born in Edin-|sary. He was able to take long able to see that he had a quick
burgh, Scotland, and was a|Wwalks, and was fond of fish- mind.
lawyer’s son. When only 2:ing and other sports.
In his school career, he was
an illness which left him lame not among the pupils who ledjhe studied law, and was ad-

years of age, he suffered from

He carried this trouble’
. through life, but it did not

certain of his teachers wero

> & 4
At the request of his father

the class. He made poor pro-/mitted to the bar. For several

a lawyer, but he did not give
his best to the work. He liked
to wander over the country-
side, and talk with people

lawyer felt that he ought to
spend more time on law and
less on legends. As it turned
out, the legends were to belsons read bis early work.

about old Scottish legengs. In|/far mere important to him

time he gathered a great store/than the law.

of Information in this field.

gress In some subjects, but'years he earned his living as|

from time to time,

When he was 31 years old,

In hisjweeks. In this period he wrote
poetry.-he gave the lore of oldithe first part of a long poem,
Scottish legends, but few per-/“The Lay of the Last Min-

strel.”
After he grew well, he work-

Scott sutfered an aceldent ~|ed on the poem from time to

While earning his living as|a kick from a horse — which|time, and in there years it
People who knew the young|a lawyer, Scott wrote poemsikept him iIndoors for two'was published. As soon as it
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was off the press, it began to
meet with success. The sales
kept jumping from month to
month. This success was fol-
lowed by others.

The poem “Marmion” was
published, and Iater “The
Lady of the Lake.” Milllons of
boys and girls have read “The
Lady of the Lake” In school
in hundreds of cities it has
been a standard study in the
upper grades.

In the seventh grade 1
learned some of the passages
by heart. The next summer
several boys in my neighbor-
hood gave a circus, and the
fight between Roderick Dhu,
and Fitz James was one of the
acts. I took the part of Rode-
rick Dhu, who at that time
was one of my heroes.

In the year 1811 Scott
bought a large tract of land
beside the Tweed river, and
there built what he at first
called a “cottage.” Later he
kept building new rooms and
new wings until 1t became a
great manslon, large enough
to hold scores of relatives and
friends who came to vislt him

on special occasions.

The Listener Talks Back

Amateur Contests Test Character, Too

By WILLIAM L. DOUDNA
(State Journal Radio Editor)

Amateur contests here, the approach of a “Sal-

ute to Madison” on the Original

Amateur Hour

and Dick Contino’s appearance bring that type of
entertainment into the spotlight today.
What’s the value of it? Do you ever hear of the

winners again? What kind of
serious young musiclan?

* * -

a chance has the

Let’s start with the last question and work from

thers.

Por that, I can base the answer only on listen-
ing experience. And the answer has to be “not
much.” Few of the contestants chosen to appear
on the nationwide broadcasts are young people
who are trying to break into the field of concert,
opera, or symphony music. There are exceptions,
of course (of which more later). But in the main,
the operators appear to choose as contestants
those who are interested in popular music or in
some form of theatrical entertainment-—imitators,

dancers, and such.

They also seem to give considerable weight to
stage appearance and audience appeal. Therels a
very good reason for this; mueh of the programs’
incomes is from stage dates apart from the broad-
casts, both by the network show itself and by
units chosen from contestants (the Dick Contino

unit coming herey for example.)

It's a sad fact that many fine young singers and

instrumentalists, for the most

art, lack the audi-

ence apgeal which pays off at the boxoffice.
this, you can't blame the producers alone.
Some of them, I believe, sincerely want to help

Madison a short time ago, and he supplied an

answer.

Among the alumni of that show are:
Frank Sinaira, singer.

Jack Carter, comedian.
Bert Parks, master of ceremonies on *“Stop the

Musie.”

Ethel Smith, organist.
Monica Lewis, singer.
Paul Winchell, ventriloquist.

Larry Storch,

impersonator,

Vera Ellen, dancer and movie starlet.

And you'll he surprised, perhaps, to learn that
two members of the Metropolitan Opers Co.~—one
of whom also has his own network show—are
graduates of that show.

. They are Robert Merrill, baritone, and Regina

Resnik, soprano.

* »* *

In talking about these amateur contests, one
must leave out the “Metropolitan Opera Audi-
tions,” which, in the strictest sense, are not in the
same group. There the winners are chosen by
judges, not by studio vote, and all are screened hy
a jury strictly on the basis of their possibilities as
opera material. Arthur Godfrey’s “Talent Scouts”
is in still another category, for most of its con-
testants are already professionals.

* * »

So what's the value? Perhaps all this has made
it apparent that there is something worthy about
the contests, from the amateurs’ point of view.
For some, there will be success; for some, bitter
disappointment. But that would be true of their
attempts to break into music or theater by any

means.

Stamina and ambition and the abllity to take

Religion

9 s.,m.—National Radio Pulpit

Rev. A. J. Taylor, Virginia Cath-
olie.

(WISC): Palm Sunday program.

- Cathelie Hour
“For Those Who Have

Discussion.

10:30 a. m.—Reviewing Stand
(WKOW): “Should We Pass Laws
to Curb Communism?"”; Profs. A.
M. Schlesinger, Jr., and N. L. Na-
thanson; Sen. P. W Broyles (Ill.),
J. B. Mathews.

12 m.~—~America United
(WMAQ): “Are Food Surpluses
Necessary?”

12:30 p. m. — Chicago Round-
table (WMAQ): “Cancer Research
Today;” Drs. Leonard Scheele, M.
C. Winternitz, Charles Huggins.

1 p. m.—U. 8. in' World Affairs

(WM.AQ)

the Faith.” .

(WMAQ) “The Ruler Who Re-|!

(WBBM): “Mirage or Truth,” the

10:30 a. m. — Hour of Falth|;
“By Patience to the

11:30 a. m.—Ave Maria Hour;

2:30 p. m.—National YVespers : -
(WENR): “A Cross Against the| ALLYSON BENDIX
Sky (WIBA): “Military Assistance;”

Gen. Omar Bradley and Ernest
Gross, assistant secretary of state.

45 p. m.—Veteran Wants to
Knew (WHA): Secretary of La-
bor Maurice Tobin on industrial
safety.

2 p. m—Encore (WHA): “The
University and Peace,” Dr. Alex-
ander Meiklejohn.

10:15 p. m.—Report to the Peo-
ple (WMAQ): Sen. Joseph R. Mc-
Carthy (R-Wis.).

10:30 p. m.—~Peoples Platform
(WBBM): ““Is Wire-Tapping Nec-
essary?’’; Arthur Garfield Hays,

Charles P, Grimes.
. » »

Drama
7:30 a. m.—Guest Star (WIBA):

Alan Hale in “The Squirre! »
story of guard o safe deposit
vault.

10 a. m.—Destination Freedom
(WMAQ): Life of Ida B, Welis,
Negro socisl worker.

11:30 . m. «— Etermal Light
(WMAQ): “The Slave,” story of
Passover.

1:30 p. m~—University Theater
(WIBA): “Moby Dick,” with Hen-
ry Hull; commencement exercises
with Pres. J. W. Taylor, Univer-{e
sity of Louisville. . . . You Are
There (WBBM): “Peary’s Dash to
the North Pole.”

.5 p. m.—Family Hour (WBBM):
Bette Davis in “The Word,” fan-
tasy by Arch Oboler,

5:30 p. m.—The Greatest Story
{(WENR): “The Betrayal and the
Crucifixion.”

5:45 p. m.—Volice of the Army
(WISC): John Hodiak in "Treas-
ures from Salt Mines,” story of
German art recovery.

7:30 p. m, — Lum snd Abner
(WBBM): with Edna Best as
English writer.

8 p. m.—NBC Theater (WIBA):
June Allyson in “Music for Mil-
lions” .. . Helen Hayes (WBBM):
in repeat performance of ‘“My
Little Boy.”

8:30 p. m, — Theater Guild
(WISC): Burgess Meredith, Joyce
Redman in “The Taming of the

Shrew.”
B > L]
Documentary
3:33 — Living—1949 (WMAQ):
“Operation Cooperation,” the
story of the Marshall plan and a
look at its chanee !or success,

Mus:c
10 s, m. — Fine Arts Quariet
(WISC) Haydns “Lark” quart-

2 p. m, — N, Y, Philharmonie
Symphony (WBBM): Bruno Wal-
ter, conductor; Beethoven's sixth
and fifth symphonies . . . Piano
Playhouse (WISC): Constance
Keene, guest,

pP. m -— Robert Merrill
(WIBA) and Boston “Pops;”
“Siboney,” “The Swan,” “All the
Things You Are,” *“Overture to

the Bronze Horse," “The Blind
Plowman,” “Grand Valse Bril-
lante No. 1” (Chopin) “Corti-
giani, Vil Razzi Dannata,” from
‘“Rigoletto.”

4:15 p. m. — Harvest of Stars
(WIBA): James Melton, Nora
Grennan; “When I was a2 Lad,”
“I'll See You Again,” “O D

ry
Those Tears,” “Land of Hope
and Glory

lg. Musio of Today
(WISC) oulima Stravinsky and
Ingolf Dahl in Igor Stravinsky's

“Concerto for Two Pianos.”

- Highlights of Todays Radio Broadcasts, Classified

IR, =—
Coneen (WHA-
hall,

8:30 m. —- Familiar Musie
(WIBA): “Kiss Me Again,” “Rose
of Tralee" “The Old Refrain,”
“Schoen  Rosmarin,” “Capnce
Viennois.”

Alpha Iota

FM): in Music

» - .

Variety

3:35 p. m. — Jane P ickins
(WIBA): with Phil Leeds, com-
median; music includes "So in
Love,” “Streets of Laredo,”
“Crumng Down the River.”

5:30 p. m. — Martin and Lewis
(WIBA): with William Bendix.

6 p. m.—Jack Benny (WBBM):
and Barbara Stanwick.

7 p. m. — Fred Allen (WIBA):
and Shirley Booth.

:30 p. m. — Henry Morgan
(WIBA): and Arthur Treacher.
L ] L] L ]

Sports

4 p. m. — Master Golf Tourna-
ment (WISC)

Qu:z

p. m, — Quiz Kids (Wlb.s):
thh9 Phyllis Haag, "Best Teacher

of 1
9:3¢ p. m. — Who Said That?

(WIBA): Madge Evans, Henry
Morgan, H. V. Kaitenborn, guests
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