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Uncle Ray’s Corner--Sign Painter Who Became Famous Poet: James Whitcomb Riley

James Whitcomb Piley, fa-
mous poet, was born in the
Indiana village known -as
Greenfield. During his boy-
hood, he found many ways of
enjoying himself. Not the
least ‘of these was in swim-
ming, and he was to tell about
this sport in a poem called,
“The Old Swimmin’ Hole.”

following word

-As a young man, one of his
first jobs was painting signs
for merchants. With several
other young men, he wandered
up and down the valley of the
Ohio river, looking for busi-
ness, At a later time, Riley
told about this work in the

8

“We called our business

‘The Graphic Company.’ We
had five or six young fellows,
a1l musicians as well as handy
painters, and we used to cap-
ture the towns with our
musie.
4+ + 4+

“One fellow could whistie

like a2 mnightingale. Another

sang like an angei and an-

other played the banjo.
scuffled with the violin.

firm of each business in town,

every road leading to town.”

Riley kept on with his wan-
derings for close to 10 years.
In addition to painting, he

appeared on the stage as an

I
“Our plans was to take one

painting its advertisement on

actor and helped ,a “patent
medicine man” sell' his wares.
In his free time he composed
verses and songs.

At length he obtained work!
on a newspaper in a small In-
diana city. Several of his
poems were printed at that
time by the paper for which
he reported.

Later he joined the staff of
a paper in Indianapolis,
known as the Daily Journal

At the age of 34 Riley saw
his first book in print. It had
the title of “The Old Swim-
min’ Hole and ’Leven More
Poems.” After this book was
published, he stayed in In-

dianapolis, writing poems|

which were Iater printed in
book form,

Slowly, with the passing
years, Riley became known
far beyond the limits of In-
diana. His books were sold
widely, and the time came
when he could be ranked as
“a famous poet.”

An 18-year-old girl in Chi-

cago read some of Riley’s
poems, and was deeply pleased
by them. She had just become
one of the editors of a small
weekly paper, and she sent”
Riley $25 asking him to send
her that much worth ot
poetry!

+ + &+ . .
Riley promptly prepared a
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poem and sent it to the young
lady, whose name was Clara :
Laughlin. She was very happy

when the poem arrived, and it -

12018 ((ORNER,

was published in her paper as -
“a great feature.” “

That little incident led to a

further exchange of letters, .
and Miss Laughlin attended a -
meeting of writers in Indiana. .

There she met the poet whom
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she admired so much, and
walked around the town with |
him. When they went into a
men’s clothing- store, where

Riley wanted to make a pur- °
chzse, the owner of the place _
said: y
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“The last time I saw Mr.
Riley was when he was a right
young fellow. He painted me
'a sign and Pve still got it!”
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From the Funwaves—Did You Miss These?

Miss Duffy (Florence Haslop):
Thanks to you and your advice,
Papa wound up with a cracked
skull.
Archie
come?

Miss Duffy: Well, you know
Mama when she thinks Papa’s been
drinking . . . one word leads to
another.

Archie: But Miss Duffy, words
can’t crack a man’s skull,

Miss Duffy: They can when
they Te in a 2,000-page dictionary.

—**Duffy’s 'I‘avern ”
4> + 4

Jimmy Durante: I help women
every chance I get. Why, even
when I got on the train at Los
Angeles, I gave my seat to a little
old lady . . . and to see that she
wasn’'t shaken, I held her firmly
there untxl we pulled into Chicago.

Alan Young: And when you got
to Chicago, what did she do to
show her appreciation?

Jimmy: She kicked me . .. she
wvanted to get eff at Albuquerque.

——Jlmmy Durante Show,

Each week on “Juvemle Jury,”
the young jurors are asked to iden-
lify the dog-guesi-of-the-week as

(Ed Gardner): How

he is paraded across the stage,

Re-

cently emcee Jack Barry spotited
7-year-old Charlie Hankinson avid-
Iy scanning a book in his lap.
When Jack asked what it was,
Charlie answered, “My dog book.”
While the audience roared, Jack
turned quickly to the other jurors
for the answer, and then came
back to Charlie. “Have you found
it yet?” he asked. “Nope,” replied
the youngster, “wrong booi!”
-+ >

Abner: Lum, what in the world
is a collection agency?

Lum: Why, that’s sompin’ that
tracks you down no matter where
you are, finds out how much money
you've got no matter where you've
hid it, and then takes most of it

away from you.
Abner: Oh!
of 'em.

I'm married to one

—“Lum ‘n’ Abner”
-+

“These Pyramid clubs I- bheen

readin’

about ain’t nuthin’

new,

The Russians have had one for

years....except
they do it with ¢

+
J. C. Dithers:
herself.

instead of money,
ountries.”
—Herb Shriner

+ +
My wife talks to

“So does Blondie but
She thinks

Dagwood:
she doesn’t realize it.
I'm listening.

—Blondie.
+ + +

Guest: I scouted up a bhoy
named McKinley Smith, He was
named for two presidents,

Godfrey: He was? I don't seem
to remember any president named
Smith.

Guest: I guess maybe his par-
ents figured there eventually HAD
to be a Pres. Smith.

~Talent Scouts
- > .

Baseball team trainer Lefty
Wiseman, now celebrating his 28th
season with the Cleveland Indians,
told Host Tommy  Bartiett on a
recent Welcome Travelers pro-

side of a hiil usually isn’t on the

level.”
-+ +

Jimmy Durante: It's a cold win-
ter, Alan. Every morning when I
wake up, I feel a chill run,down
my back and settle at the base of
my spine.

Alan Young: Well, Jim, you see
that was caused by the fact that
you were in an elevated atmos-
phere and the early condensation
of fog and mist due to thermal up-
draft causes a vaporization of the
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* lwhy you felt a chill run down your

down a chilled precipitation. That’s

back and settle at the base of your

ground with top colors in
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matching friage for greater
beauty,

todny or mail
your order.

spine.

mattress

Jimmy:

got a leaky hot water bottle?

How can I tell him my
sags in the middie and I
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—Jimmy Durante Show.
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