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The Listening Post

Vacation Brings
Video to Writer

BY ROCKY CLARK
You'll pardon us, we hope, If we

don't pass along much radio news
to you in 'this flrst column since
our vacation. After 15 days of be-
ing out of touch with our sources
of information, it will take us a
few hours of 'phoning, running
around and'opening the stack of
mall on our desk to bring us up
to date. ,

The most impotent news tor to-
day, we've been told, is the opening
of WJZ-TV, key station of ABC's
television network, in New York.
It goes on the air via Channel 7
tonight at 7 o'clock wi th n gala
five-hour program highlighted h y ' n
real old-time vnud.?vi l]o-sh<iw from
the famed Palace theater.

It will be the flrst television pre-
miere t h a t Yours Truly has had
the privilege of n ( tending In th«
comfort nf his l iv ing room! A good
t>art ,of our vacation, you «ee, was
devoted to bringing our equipment
up to date. Yes, at long last, a f t e r
writing about television all theso
years, this radio editor has bought

•himself a video receiver.
Our experiences in getting tele-

vision may be of interest to others
who, like ourselves, have been put-
ting Jt off year af ter year on the
assumption' t h a t improvements
would be made, prices would come
down, etc.

Our determination to latch on to
television grew strong af ter numer-
ous friends obtained receivers and
begnn boasting to us about the
wcnderful entertainment they were
enjovin? In the i r homes every
nl i rh t . We bcgnn t a lk ing to 'Friend
Wife Hhoiit. I I , hut. our rnmnrks ro-
cch'cd an Icy recent Inn.

"Wc.cnn ' t nffort l sunn a luxury,"
she proclaimed. "And even if we
couH, there's no room in the l i v i n g
room for it. I'm not going to get
rid of -r»" f i i>-n"i i"e"

"Sellinn" Friend Wife
It. eecmert pretty hopeless at flrst.

Friend wife was Well satisfied with
the pre-war Stromberg-Carlson rn-
dio-phonograph we were using, It
brought in al l . the entertainment
she wnted—Bob Hone, Red SkelJ
ton. "Ston the. Music," "Gangbus-
ters" and so on.

So a new strateny became
nrr.eisary, and it pretnntetl It-
•elf most aonroprlately one
ninht when Millie Ratienberrjer
called up excitedly, announcing
that she and Bill had installed
an RCA receiver in their home
and were enjoyinn wonderful
reception. Wouldn't we come
over Tuesday night and see
WNBT's topnotch Star Theater .
Show? We Would.

Friend Wife had the t ime of
her l i fe thai night. Reception
was fine. The ahow was great.
And it became evident that we
were missing lomething in l i fe .
Friend wife's a t t i t ude began to

change. "If we could get a televi-
sion set that container! n regular !
radio and record-player, we could !
dispose of our Stromberg and keep '
the rest of our fu rn i tu re , " she sud-
denly suggested. i

That.,was all Yours Truly needed. '
He picked up the 'phone and order-
ed a combination receiver.

But the story doesn't end there.
Instil lation Problem

The receiver was delivered. Engi-
neers came up from Norwalk to in-
stall It. They .hoisted a temporary
antenna on the roof, then proceed-
ed to tune In the set, Nothing hap-
pened—except « weak test pattern
from WNBT.

_ They shook their heads, took
down the antenna and drove nlT.
We'd hear from them, they «u!r l .

A couple, of days la te r another
crew of engineers arrived. Up went
another t e m p o r a r y a n t e n n a — a
stronger one, this time. Out came
a portable test receiver. One engi-
neer began tuning It and wr i t ing
down numbers on a chart whi ln
another, on the roof, twisted the
antenna this way Hnrt thn t .

Their remarks about reception in
pur location were pretty discourag-
ing, so we 'took them across Ihe
street to the home of a neighbor
who enjoys good video reception.
The neighbor switched on her re-
ceiver and showed, the engineers
how well her machine worked. They
returned to our house, took down
their equipment, and drove off.

Next day we were notified by Ihe
company that our location was not
suitable for television and that they
could not install our set. We asked
how come our neighbor across the
street got good reception.

"Television Is tricky," replied the
boss service-man. "Sometimes a dis-
tance of only flve feet makes all
the difference in the world."

Well, kind reader, t h n t was the
most discouraging t h ing we h a d - t > n -
cotintered In a long Umr. But we
didn't give up ent irely. We hegnn
making the rounds of te levis ion
men in Bridgeport. And we were
surprised to lenrn t h a t most of
t h e m figured they could m n k t > t e l e -
vision work nl. our home.

"The trquble with those bill
companies,' we were told. "i»
that they have mere work than
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THEY'LL DO IT EVFRvthey can handle. If they can't
make a receiver work with a
simple installation, they just
won't bother."

A new light , begrm lo dawn . We
look Ii ' r iend W i f e n round to look
i v n r o t h e r makes of r in 'dv i - r s . At

length wo drnppiul i n lo Shn rp Mos-
sop'.s establ ishment , w n t v h c d him
demonstrate n U.S. Television com-
b ina t ion and I i c t i i d his ch ief en-
gineer Joe Ford assure us t h n t . he
<'ould make it work in our home.
Friend Wife l iked it be t te r t h a n
other sets we'd seen. So we order-
ed the machine.

To make a long story sho r t , \vn
were eojoying excellent reception a
couple of days later. A 35-foot an-
tenna did the1 t r ick, and Mossop's
Tcl-Rad engineers proved ( h a t the
previous crews from the "big com-
pany" just wouldn ' t bo ther or lack-
ed the know-how.

So, for a week now, we have
been glued to our television set
night ly , The Star Theater, Ed Su
livan's Sunday night revue, Du-
mcnt's Friday night wrest l ing
show, baseball games, Howdy
Doody and coim.tleti? other shows
have transformed our l iv ing room
into a veri table thea te r .

Friend Wife has become a rlyctt-
in-the-wool television fan. No long-
er is she worrying about the ex-
pense . . . or the f u r n i t u r e . . . or
improvements that may he made in
forthcoming receivers. We a r c well
satisfied w i t h U»r onp \\ e run p
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No Longer
Constipated

"Since I made ALL-BRAN my break
fast cereal I've stopped taking laxa-
tives!"—Mrs. V. DcBonis, Philadel-
phia, Pa.

If your diet lacks bulk for normal
elimination, this — n

delicious cereal
will suppy it. Kat
an ounce every
day in milk—and
d r i n k plenty of
water. If not sat-
i s f i ed a f t e r 10
day«, HOIK! Uic
empty far Ion to
I IKI Kot lnKK f'o., ___________
HaU.lc Crook, Mioh , , ui ir l gel i > o i i n i , K
VDUR MONEY IUCK. Order KBLLOGG'S

today.
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WARREN INSTITUTE
-:- SCHOOL OF BUSINESS -:-
DAY AND EVENING CLASSES IN

COST ACCOUNTING
Register Now For Fall Term!

NEW CLASSES ALSO FORMING IN: —
Accounting • Commercial Art • Typing

• Buaincaa Adm. Advertiainq Shtrth.incl

APPROVED
FOR

VETERANS'
TRAINING

427 State St.
Phone 6-3563

( C O - E D U C A T I O N A L *
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If you are in need of a house-to-house de-
livery truck, come in and see us. We can give

you immediate delivery on new, latest model
CMC Multi-Stop trucks in two *ize* . . . 102
nncl 132 inch wheclbase, 7500 and 8800 pound*
gross vehicle weipht rating. They're specially
built by CMC for delivery work, have CMC

Special Economy engines, many other exclusive
time and money saving features. They're
extra value in every way ... see them today.
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GENERAL MOTOR SERVICE & TRUCK CO., INC
125 HOLLAND AVE., BRIDGEPORT 5, CONN.
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