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Battleship New
’On Eﬂtry intO

Mexico Hailed
Newark Channel

NEWARK, N. J.,, Nov. 18—(AP)
‘The New Maexico, scarred vateran
of two world wars, edged majestic-
ally into port Newark channel! to-
day to the cheers of a city that
unti] now had barred her entry.

It was the gallant battieship's fi-
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tow as the property of a salvage
tirm,

A high school band lined the
docks and blared martial music;
spectators, including Mayor Vin-
cent J. Murphy and other city offi-
cials, hurrahed in salute; and New-
ark's doughty “navy” of two tiny
fireboats steamed into Newark bay
to greet with upraised water noz-
zles the 30,000-ton battleship, '

“Hall New Mexico, Mighty
Queen, read the six-foot banners
hanging from the sides of the fire-
boats Michael P. Duffy and William
J, Brennan. -
* As the two fireboats came within
1,000 feet of the onetime queen. of
the Fifth * fleet, a loudspeaker
aboard the Brennan wafted through
the frosty air the straing of the
“Star Spangled Banner.”

Only 24 hours ago, the two fire-
boats had stood ready to bar the
mouth of the channel to the once
mighty warship. The City of New-
wark for more than a week had
opposed letting Lipsett, Inc., move
the vessel to leased navy docks
for scrapping, fearing that it would
lead to this city becoming a grave-
yard for old ships.

A Washington conference with
Undereecretary of Navy W. John
Kenney yesterday brought a peace
aettlement by Newark officials, the
port of New York authority—which
has a lease with Newark for a $70,-
000,000 development of the airport
and seaport—and the Lipsett firm,

Under terms of the agreement
the Lipsett tirm would complete its
scrapping of the New Mexico, and
two other battleships, the Idaho
and the Wyoming, over a nine-
month period at port Newark.

“We never had any unwelcome
feeling toward the New Mexico,”
sald Mayor Murphy, ‘We only
wanted to have the port area used
for the benefit of our city.”

Morris E. Lipsett, head of the
salvage firm, announced that the
two other battleships, the Idaho
and the Wyoming would arrive here
in 10 days.

Thus ended the ““battle of Newark
bay,” perhaps the most publicized
naval encounter that never occur-
red. .

FAIRFIELD NEARS END
OF SURVEY FOR SEWERS

Field work on the preparation
of detailed specifications for the in-
stallatlon of the proposed sewer
aystem in Fairfield is nearing com-
pletion with e survey of 105 miles
of trunk and lateral sewer Hnes.
First Selectman Cilitford L. John-
son said today.

The first selectman said about 115
miles of trunk and Ilateral lines
will be required in the program
which will cover Southport, the

Center, Grasmere, Tunxis Hill and

HARTFORD ‘HAPPY
T0 WELGOME CIRCUS

HARTFORD, Nov. 19. — (AP)
Police Chief Michael Godfrey, in-
formed today that the circus might
return next year to Hartford where
it experienced its greatest disaster,
said he ‘was “very happy” to leard
that possibly “Hartford kids can
enjoy the circus again.”

Earlier, John Ringling North,
president of the Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Balley circus, said to-
day the show will tour the New
England state next season but hat
no definite route has been select-
ed.

The Barbour street circus lot

the site of a housing development,

parent place in the city for the cir-
cus to pitch its tents.

The circus played Colt park sev-
eral years, but abandoned the site
a8 too small, favoring the Bar-
bour street lot instead.

LChief Godfrey said that both the
state laws and city ordinances gov-
ernfng outdoor performances had
been atrengthened since the circus
tire, .

“A fire such as we had could have
happened anywhere,” he said. “It
just happened to be our misfortune
that it occurred here. We are well
equipped with laws and ordinances
covering circuses, and we will en-
force them.”

MURIEL HUBBARD SUES
FOR RETURN OF GEMS

The return of personal property
valued at more than $12,980, in ad-
dition to payment of two promis-
sory notes aggregating $5600, was
sought yesterday by Mrs, Muriel
McCormick Hubbard, of Middle-
town In a euit tiled In Superior
court against the estate of the late
Yvonne Bacon Ross Gubert, Nor-
walk, .

Mrs. Hubbard, who is waging a
legal contest,in Chicago for the
custody of her adoptéd son and
daughter, asserts that when she
entered the WAC in March, 1945,
she turned over jewely, allegedly
valued at $5,430, and a number of
U. 8. bonds, face value $1,950, as
well as other articles of property
to Mrs, Gubert with the understand-
ing that the items would be return-
ed to her when she left military
service. Mrs, Hubbard states that
she was discharged from ths WAC
as a technical sergeant in July,
1948, but failed to secure a return
of the property from Mrs. Gubert
who died in Norwalk, Dec. 20, 19486,

to be completed in about six
months, the first selectman said.
The work is being carried out
by the statf of Bowe and Albert-
sen, New York engineers with
headquarters in the Pepsi Cola

Stratfield areas. Plans are expected

building on Kings highway,

here, scene of the 1944 fire, now is |y

leaving Colt park as the only ap-)y
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