» On the Air Today -

HE “Showbeat,” which was
T named by readers of The Post's
Sunday radio page as a lcader
n the public’s radio affcetion, be-
1 its fourth year on the air to-
3 L with Lanny Ross in charge of
the  entertainment,  Capt. Hcmy‘
iy of the oxacting task of pre-‘
a new show for the “vis-
\\ho come to his “side-
1o cach week. has turned the!
jobover to e river singer who'
mnde good
It is understood the general char-
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acter of the program will not be
allered. A ncw  cinging  group
known as “"The Weslerners” be-
comes a regular atiraction to re-
place Conrad Thibault. who left the
ship to run a show of his own. (My
first impression was that Thibauli
would remain  with  “Showboat”
cven though he is starred in “Log
Cabin Revue.)
o« -
Beginning October 13, Wallace
Beery takes over the work of Al
Jolson in the “Chateau” Saturday
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night hour. According to box-office

figures, Beery is the biggest ficker
star ever signed for a regular spot
‘on the air. Hc'll give a dramatie
scéne cach
earry on the variety siyle of pro-
gram,

IR

1t i8 not often this space is used
to acknowledge correspondence, but
I do want to fhank Mr. and Mrs.
Charles S. Wilson, 1318 Columbia
road, and Helen W. Reid for their
friendly letters. Mrs. Reid reminds
me that another program poll is due
soon. So—suppose we conduct it
about the middle of this month. In
the meantime, be thinking over the
program for which you wish to ex-
press preference,

L] ¥ *

And as for the Wilsons—I urge
you to listen tonight, WMAL, 10:15,
to the All-Washington Champion-
ship Spell-down, a dyed-ineihe-
wool, old-red-schoolhousc type of
jaw-breaker affalr. Dean George B,
Woods. of American University,
will be the pronounced and top-

weck and oth erwise’

rank spellers from both Washing-
ton and Baltimore will compete for
the “championship.” The whole al-
fair began when E. C. Helm, presi-
dent of the Capital City Spelling So-
ciely, indieated he believed Willard
B. Smith, a member, was the best
<pellcr in this part of the country.
" perhaps the Uxulcd Statcs we'll see;

And here is a note {rom Dorothy
Stewart (*Aunt Sue,” to the
youngsters) telling me about the
birthday cake and many friends
who visited the N. B. C. studies last
week on the oceasion of Aunt Suc
and Polly’s birthday on the air. A

very special guest was Billy Ben-
son. son of Licut. Col. and Mrs, C.
C. Benson. of Fort Myer, Va. Billy|
wis the first boy ever to be greeted’
lin the program on his bxrthday\

And Billy is now 0. About 75 were
present,
. " *
Things you may not want to miss
foday: Morton Downey, Ernest
Hutchinson and Sheila Barrett—and
_a newcomer. Ruth Brent—are guests
for Paul Whiteman, WRC, at 10
Matthew Woll. lakor ch!el, speaks
| at WISV, at 3:15 . . . Grete Stucek-
gold. of the McL\'opolltan. sings for
Atwater Kent. WISV, at 8:30 .
l Lanny Ross sings his own compusl-
tion, "Day Dreams,” in tonights
| “Show Boat" . Senator Gerald
P, Nye and Paul Robeson, colored
bass-barytone, are spotlighled in to-
‘night's “To Arms for Peace”
\ . o @
i Franchot Tone makes one of his
Iinfrequent radio appcarances In
Rudy Vallge's Variety Hour tonight,
at §. Reginald Gardner. comedian
from Bea Lillie's new show. is also
on the bill. Tone's presentation
will be “Mutiny on the Bounty.”
Block and Sully are booked for next
Thursday.
L

Yesterday's entrants for The Post-
WMAL spelling bee tonight: Miss
Mora Freed, 1319 Park road: Miss
Clara E. Richter. 1722 Nineteenth
strect northwest; John B. Nichols.
1607 Sixteenth street northwest:
'Mary E. Van Houten, 1916 Seven-
.teenth street northwest: Henry Le-
back, The Conrad; Robert J. McIn-
erney, 1205 Fifteenth street north-
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