
HAVE YOU A LITTLE
HILL BILLY AT HOME?

Then Keep Him There, for' Radio AuditionsI
Show That This Unrecognized Talent I

Is Best Left Unrecognized

News of Radio and Its Personalities

Have you a little hill billy in your
home? Is your neighborhood over-
run with potential Crosbys, White-
mans and Fromans?

If the answer is in the affirmative.
ponder well before you storm the
portals of the nearest radio station
to get thorn an audition.

Radio impresarios are admitted-
ly on a never-ending search for
new talent, but experience with
countless bathroom baritones, church
social dramatic readers and drug-
store comedians has made them
skeptical.

l: is so easy to sit before the
foi:d-speaker and say to yourself. "I
cod do betler than that if they'd
on: r give me a chance."

EVEN IN GRANDMA'S DAY
When grandma is in a mellow

mood she will admit she always had
a secret hankering to go on the
stage. She was sure she could give
Sarah Bernhardt a run for her money
after her friends told her "she done
just fine" with that rendition of
-Boots- at the graduation exer-
cises.

Sister Alice was :hid that the
rnot:ies would grab her up because
of the radiant beauty and undenia-
ble talent she displayed in the seta-
ter play.

And now we And Uncle George,
flirting with the idea that his burl-
ten' ls more resonant than Tibbett's.
Georize discovered his vocal poten-1
tialities with a lusty rendition of
"The Road to Mandalay" while tak-
ing his morning shower.

Bu: facing a microphone and a
sorir.kling system are two different
things. The fundamental difference
lies In the total dissimilarity be-
tween bathroom and broadcasting
sthdio acoustics.

Grandma's talents never were dis-
played on the professional stage be-
cause -theater folk were considered
on the brink of perdition. The very
Idea was iniquitous.

Perhaps sister Alice defied paren-
tal objections and set out on a
nriv:e career. Modern mothers and
fathers still cling to the idea that
the theatrics.: field is crossed with
dangerous paths but their admon-
ishments usually fall on deaf ears
these days.

TOO YOUNG TO BE TAINTED
Radio presents no such problem.

It is too young to be tainted. Its
doors are wide open to all types
of embryonic entertainers.

alotion-picture companies spend
vast sums on screen tests to meet
the constant demand for new faces.
Radio offers auditions to cope with
the demand for new voices.

Screen tests are not available to
every Torn. Dick and Harry, but
radio auditions are open to all ap-
p:icantswith reasonable excep-
tons.

We sought testimonials regarding
auditions from officials of three
representative Southland stations,
FrHS. KFWB and KNX. Our ob-
ject was to find out whether so
many listeners are justified in in-
dicting radio on the ground that it
only scratches the surface in its
search for talent.

K.HJ gives audit,ons Monday and
Fr.day morninp to all comers

sopranos, baritones, ten-
ors, comedians, dramatic actors, et
al. All of these auditions are super-
vised by the Thomas Lee Artists'
Bureau, which functions I much
the same manner as the actors'
agent of the stage and screen world.

During the auditions the station's
"brain trust," headed by Mahlon
Merrick, program director, sits in
one studio, while the applicants
face a microphone in an adjoining
studio.
BEAUTY OUT OF LUCK
In thts manner the talent is

judged solely on its microphonic
merit. The seductive wiles of a
beautiful blonde are totally lost on
the cold-blooded group in the other
studio.

Merrick asserted that auditions
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