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HAVE YOU A LITTLE

HILL BILLY AT HOME?

Then Keep Him There, for thdio Auditions'

Show That This Unrecognized Talent

Is Best Left

Unrecognized

‘TIMES® COMIC STRIPS OF THE AIR, KHJ, 8 A M.

‘Times” World-wide News, KHJ, 10 p.m.

BY CARROLL NYE

Have vou a little lill biliy in your
home? Is your neighborhood over-
run with potential Crosbys, White-
mans and Fromans?

1! the answer is in the sfirmative.
porder well before you storm the
por:als of the nearest radio station
to zet them an audition. g

Radio impresarios are admitted-
v on a never-ending search tor
rew talen:, but experrexce with
co.ntless bathroom baritones. church
social dramatic readers and drug-
store comedians has made them

reotical,
is S0 easy to sit before the
Iouc-speaker and say to yvourself, "I
cotid do verier that that if they'd
oniv a1ve me a chance,”

EVEN IN GRANDMA'S DAY

When grandma s in a mellow
moad she will admit she aiwavs had
a secret hankering to go on the
staze, She was sure she could give
Sarah Bernhardi a run for her money
after her friends told her “she done
just fine” with that rendition of
“Boots” a: the graduation exer-
cises,

S:ister Ailce was told that the

movies would grab her up because
of :ite radiant beauty and undenia-
bie talent she displaved in the sen-;
ior play.
And now we find Uncle George,
flirtng with the idea that his bari-|
tese is more resonan: than Tibbett's,
Grrrze discovered his vocal poten-
tlaities with & lusty rendition of
The Road to Mandalay” while tak-
inc his morning shower.

Bu: facing & microphone and &
sprinkling system are two different
things. The fundamental difference
lics :n the wtal dissimilarity be-
tween bathroom and broadcasting
$1::GI0 acoustics,

Grandma's talents never were dis-
played on the professional stage be-
cause theater folk were considered
on the brink of perdition. The very
idea was iniquitous.

Porhaps sisier Alice defled paren-
tal objeciions and set out on A
maovie career, Modern mothers and
fatllers still cling to the idea that
tiae tneatrical fleld is crossed with
dangerons paths but their admon-
ishments usually f2ll on deaf ears
tiiese days.

TOO YOUNG TO BE TAINTED

Racio presents no such probiem.
It s t00 young o be tainted. Its
doors are wide open w0 all types
of embryonic entertainers.

Motion-picture companies spend
TASL SUMS oR screen tests to meet
the constant demand for new faces.
Radlo offers auditions to cope with
the demand for new voices,

Screen tests are not available %
every Tom. Dick and Harry, but
Tadio suditions are open to all ap-
p.cants—with reasonable excep-
tions,

We sought testimonials regarding
auditions from officials of three
representative  Southland stations.
KHJ. KFWB and KNX. Our ob-
Ject was to find out whether so
many listeners are justifled in in-
diciing radio on the ground that it.
only scratches the surface in m‘
scarch for talent.

KHJ gives auditions Monday and
Fridav mornings to all comers—
hillbillies, sopranos. baritones. ten-
ors, comedians. dramatic actors, et
al. All of these auditions are super-
vised by the Thomas Lee Artists',
Bureau. which functions in much'
the same manner as the actors
agent of the stake and screen world.

During the auditions the station's
*brain trust.” headed by Mahlon
Mertick., program director, sits in
one studio. whiie the applicants
face a microphone in an adjoining
studio.

BEAUTY OUT OF LUCK

In this manner the talent s
fudred soiely on its microphonic
merit, The seductive wiles of &
beautifu! blonde are totally lost on
the coid-blooded gToup in the other
studio.

Merrick asseried that

auditions

otten prove to be unfair because the
_applicant is not at his best. Nervous~
ness and “mike fright" may throw
'a singer off pitch and cause him to
give a performance that offers no
indication of his potentialities.

But poise is one of the first re.
quirements. Raymond Paige. mu-
sical director of the Don Lee Sys-
tem, is struck. first. by sn appli-
cant’s professional .manner during
an audition, withholding judxment
on his musicianship until he is con-
vinced the applicant has sufficlent
poise to be an asset to the staff,.

Merrick said that auditions pro-
duce few “discoveries.” Most of the
applicants are devoid of real talent.
while others have talents that are
unsuitable to radio,

' HOW AUDITIONS WORK'

KHJ's experience with its male
trio. the Rhythm Kings, presents
the clearest illustration of the rami-
fications of auditions.

We were informed that they were
“{air” op their audition. but the sta-
tion officials immediately recognized
that they had native ability and a
distinctive style in song renditions.

The trioc was given a tryout on
the Happy Go Lucky Hour and they

made & bit. From then on they
| were groomed for various types of
' sustaining features and eventually
were developed to the point where
they arranged their own numbers
to suit the sponsors who wanted
! them on commercial programs

KNX maintsine a filing system
that carries data on thousands of
entertainers seeking radio engage-
ments—Ilisting the necessary qualifi~
cations. experience an dsalary.

There are no stated periods of au-
ditions. The station calls in the
most logical candidates when an
opening appears for s certain type
of entertainer. Thomas Preebairn
Smith, who joined the station's
stafl through the audition route. js
the one who usually acts as Judge.

Approximately 1500 applicants are
heard during a year's time and all
of :hem are given a hearing even-
tually.

A WASTE OF TIME

KFWB operates in much the same
manner but covers less ground. Jer-
ry King. manager of the station.
declares that he is not in favor of
general guditions because they work
an injustice on the artist and the
percentage of good material among
those who answer ihe call is so low
that it is a waste of time.

“Ninety-five per cent of our tal-:

ent comes to us through the rec-
ommendations of our staff artists or
through agents who know what we
are looking for and are qualified to
find it.” he said.

The National Broadcasting School
is evolving a plan to give auditions
to all comers and submit confiden-
tial reports on their findings te the
Southland stations. It remains to
be seen whether :he plan is work-
able.

A reputable station remunerates
any artist it accepts through audi-
tlons or oiher means unless the in-
dividual expressly states that he
wishes to work for nothing.

Some of the smaller stations are
guilty of bootlcgging talent. They
put eniertainers “on trial” on a cer-
taln program and keep them there
without pay until the antertainer
gives up or gains recognition from a
larger station.

Judging from the testimontials. the
stations are on the alert for unrec.
ognized talent. The ground is pret~
ty thoroughly covered.

Recognized artists demand remu-

neration In accordance with thelr
power to draw a listening audience.
The only search involved In getung
them on the alr is the search for
sufficient capital to meet their sal-
ary demands.

KFS$G—Angelas 'rmvlo. 6:30 e
a.m. and <:30 p.m A 10:30

KGER. iﬂﬂ”eh. 1360 X.. 2208 M.~

Radio

5:30 s.m.. M. E. Church. Leng Beach
radio pnlpll 9:30 a.m.. Taudman's Men's
Bible Class,
K.wrc—nm "Methodist Episcopal Church.
11 2.m.: Chureh of Latter Day Salnts. 3.
KMTR—First Fundamental Chureh. 11 a.m.
KNX. Los Anceles. 1030 K.. 2853 M.—
Bvll!vood Presbyterian Church. R p.m.
Pasadena Presbyterian Chereb.
"80. ll and :30.

T to 11 am,

KECA — Gruen & Hall (C) 8: cwml
Theater +C,) 8.13: Mandoleers (C.) 9:1
Usitarian Church. 10:50.

KPAC—Coun:ry Church o Hollywood, 8:30.

KPI—Church quarter-hour. 9: Dr. Cassel-
bery. 9:15. Promenade concert. 'J 30
National Youth Conference (C.) 10:3

XPO: Panish songs. 6 D«pemdor.
6:30: Percy & His Father.

KPSG—Angelus Temple. 8: 30 nnd 10:30.

KFWB--Funny Paper Man. 8:13.

KGQER—Comic Strip. 7:30: Rev. Barr. 8:30;
Taubman’s Bible Class. 9:30.

KH3—Times' Comles. 8: Church of the Alr.
%£:30: Salt Lake ‘l‘lbemlclt Choir (C.) 9:
Madison Ensemble (C.) 9:33: Dr.
tian Lange (C.) 9:43. Home Sweet Rome
Cencert. 10.

KMPC—Swedish Tabernacle. 8:30: Mora-]
ing Watch Quartet. 9: Xchoes of the

Cathedrals. 10.

KMPC-—Swedish Tabernacle. 8:30: Peerless
Qu-rtet. 8:45; Echoes of the Cathedrals.

b’:l’R—Chﬂdrenl hour., 8: Stuart Mam-

en

KNX—Sha—nln- Gang. 7: Bob Shuler. 9:
Dr. King, 9:45; Salon Group. 10.

KPPC (1210 Kc.)—Pasadena Presbyterian

Chureh,
KRKD—Ho-nlnr eoncert. 7143,

and

2 te & p.m,
KECA—John Smal:msn. 2: Burcau of Sim- |
plicity. 2:30: Catholie Hour (C.) 3:;

pianos (C.» 3:30.
KF. Orch.. 2:30: Myronoff.
Grand

3:439,
Plurrl (drama.y 2
Hotel (C.) 2:30: U.8.C, Musicalr. 3; Lal
cmg ils:hn. 3:30; Engineer:ng Thrills
(C.) 3:43,
KPFOX—Christian Scirncr program. 2.
KPVD—Mother Spencrr. 3,
KGER—Long Beach Bcnd. 2:30. .
KGFJ—Piano. 2
n Mederne (C) 2: ercam. 2:30:
Clande smtn (C.) 2:45: Rabbl Mac-
nin. 3: Prof, Lindsley, 3:15: fmilink Ed
rcmannrll (C.) 3:30: B. V. Kaltenborn
5K
EKMPC—Newman Club. 2: Uncle Jo;n. 2:435:
Chureh ol Latter Day Saints.
r Jung. or. 2.
KNx-—xxpoamon Park program. 2.
KTM~Greek program. 2: Spanish Catholic
Hour., 3.
4t C » -.

KELW—Pederal Revu
KPAC—Congress lnll mnd. 4: Chsﬂ;‘t,hn

KTM—Spanish music. Judge
ford. 8:30: Jehovah's wuneuu. 9.

< 1t am, fo 12 Neem
KECA—DUnitsrian Church.
KPAC—Wilshire Christian Church. 1
KPI—Gene Arnoid's Orch. (C.) 11: ‘rrlo-

dors, 11:4%.

KPOX—SE, Luke's Episcopal Chureb. 1i.
KPWB~Jean Leonard. plano, 1l.
KEGER—Rev. C. E, ler. 11.
xlg-l-;lelu Morgam (C.) 11: Geersisna,
KMPC--Methodist Episcopal Church. 11.
KMTR—Pimt Pundamentalist Church, 11.
KNX-—Lal Chand Mehra, 11:43.
KPPC—~Pasadena Presbyterian Church. 11.

312 Neen to T D.m.
KECA-—YVoeations. 1:18,
KELW--Mnarian Harrison. 12:30.
KPAC—Straw vote contest. 1.
KFl—Wayne King's Orch. (C.) 12: Jan

Garber's Orch. (C) 12:30: Rallroad
Stories (C.) 1: Wildroot Institute (C.)
xl::ig: Hoover Orchestra and Choir (C.)

KPOX~-Ted Bllss & Musie. 12‘30
KGER—Helene Smith. plano. 1.
K):J-\n York Phllh-rlnonln Oreh. (C.)

K IPC—News. 12: :o Hnw: Chapples, 1:
Mag!c Garden. 1:31

KMTE--Wishing Gnc 12:30: Karl Bran-
denberg. tenor. 1:13: Piano. 1:30. Max-
well Choristers. 1:43.

KNX-~Loutse Johnson. 12:30.

KTM—Essle Locy. 1:20

$: Mmr, Rosr
KPJ—Vincent Lopex (C.) ¢: Baker's broad-
cast (C.) 4:30: Eddir c-nm S,
KPFOX — Nsiarenr urch. 4:30: Paul
i!uns Qreh.. S Jack Maurice’'s Orch..

KPWEB—Kary Kamr‘l Orch. 4:30: Paul
Katn's Orch..
KOm——Dr Mthle $.

Adventures. &: Brigade

Orgh, (C.) 4:15 Willard Rebisen (C.)

4:30: Quartet. 4:15. Evening in Parls

(C,) 5: Columbia Drama (C.) 5:30.
KMPC—Msudr Hughes. 4,30,
KMTR~—Detective 8Stories, 4:43;
Stlrt S.
KN Eneiish. 4:13: Rev, Bob Shuter.
: talk by Ethel Hubler. 5; Dr. John
thews, $:30.
KRKD—Music Revur. 4

6 to 7 p.m.

KECA —Helen Lewyn. pianio. 6: organ. 6:18,
KPAC—Harrtet 8undsy. 6: studio program.

6:1S.
K¥Pl--Manhattan Verry-co-algound () 6:

Lucky

American A!hum «C))
KFOX~—Piano. 6: School Kids, 6:30: his-
tory, 6:435,
KFWB—News, 6: Jack Joy's Orch.. 6:1S.
KGER~—Nrws. 6.

Rabbi Kohn. 6:30: Musicale.
RKNX—Dr. Theodore Curtls Abel.

7t 8 pm,
KECA—"Rangoon” (play.} 7:13: Seth Par-
kee (C.i .48,
KPAC—Studio party. 7.
KPI—Jack Benny (CH T:

KP‘SG-—Annlu- Temple. ".Jo
KFWB~—Kay Kayser’s Orch.. 7. String En- |
semble. 7:30.
KGER- P'ancu Fox:er. 7.
K"J-— “Your Chila™ (C) kN
0,

f BRHRou:h Ridees. T: M, and:
KNX—Julle Kellar. 7: Jay Rubinoff. 7:18.
KPPC-~Pasndena Presbyterian Church. 7.

8 te 9 D,

KECA—~Pirrce Brothers' Quartet. 8:18,
KFAC—~Wiishire Presbyteeian Church, 8,
KPFI—Walter “Ineholl (C.) 8:13. Death
Valley Days (C.) 8:30.
);:)x — Flest Church of Christ. Scien-
st
KP’\\B——Sundn Night High Jinks, 8,
KGER—O! 8,
KGP‘J-—C‘vlc Hour u
KHJ—Negro Chorus.
KMTR~Black Magie. 8 cmm 8erenadrrs.

8.
KNX--Pirst Presbyterian Church,
KPPC—~Pasadena Presbytrrian Church 8.
KTM—Judre Rutherford. 8: Plano Duo.
8:1%: Grreek progeam. 8:30.

® te 10 D.m.
KECA —Unlvresity of California (C.) 9:30.
KFAC—Better Music Revue. 8: orzan, 9:45.
KFPI—Ghost Storirs (C.) 9 Readers’ Guidr.
9:18; Mirth Parade.
KPOX ~News, 0:18: mhlu! Orch.. 9:30.
KFWB—"PFreach Coronrul 9: Tapestrirs
of Lifr. 9.30: Embassy Orch.. 9:4S5. ‘

KGFJ-~Concert. 9.
KHJ—ALl-Star Revne. 91 Ace Brigode’s
Oreh. (C.) 9:30.

KMPC—~Milo Jmimn 930

KMTR—Beverly Hill Billies,

KNX-—News, B: JuanRuthrrlord 9:18:

Calmon Luboviski,
~~Charles Lirriryy 9:15: concert. 9:30.

After 16 D.m,
KECA-—~Bridge of Dre-ml.u:u (C.) 10:18
KFAC—Les Hitr's Orch.. 10:30.
KFPI—News. 10: Richeltru, 10 18.
KPOX-—~8ymphony. 10; Maurice’s Orch.. 11.
KPFrWB 10; Chaunccy Halnes's
Ku!n's Ofeh.. 1

& Oreh..
News. 10; cmamm, 10 08,
KGFJ—Jrrry Phillips’s Orch.. 10:30,
KHJ--Times' world-wide news. 10: Edre.
water Bearh Orch, (C.) 10:10: Gus Arn.
helm. 11i orzan. i1:20,
K)éPc——Sh ymphony Hours. 10: Pau! Xain's
el
K\(TR——-\’\« 10°1%; Montmartse Oreh,

111
m—Orun 0. Balvrsiton Armr, 10:18;
10:30,

R.C.A. Drogeam
7145,

K Amrﬂc:n

Mereymakers. |
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