RIVATE CONTROL OF RADIO
FACING FEDERAL INQUIRY

.. Purchase of Stations Would Cost
Nation Vast Sums for Good Will;
Competltlon May End Abuses

“TIMES” COMIC STRIPS OF THE AlIR, KHJ, 8 A M.
World-Wide News, 10 p.m.

BY WILLIAM HAMILTON CLINE

Whether the British system of government owned and oper-

ated radio stations is better, or that of the United States, where

- such stations are privately operateéd, but supervised by the govern-

"mient, is the subject now of a searching investigation by the Radio
Commission under a biil put through Congress.

The investigation will be thor-

‘ough and lengthy and 1t likely will

be some time before results are
tabulated and meade known. But

-meanwhile, the questionnalres will

‘80 out.- and when the querles are

‘disclosed, they will make interest-

ing reading, In the meantime we
will have to draw our own conclu-
slons; what action, if any. will be
possible when the data are all as-
sembled and digested. is quite some-
thing else again.

GOOD WILL VALUE?

If in the end government owner-
ship and operation is decreed the
best. how will it be attained? There
are now some 600 stations in this
ecountry. and many of them were
exceednlgly oostly. Who will pay for
them, the government should
wish to take them over? Not only
have they physical properties. but
there is the angle of good wiil.
Bome of them very justly might
place a high fisure on that element
’—n-and get it. too, in court proceed-

g8,
© However. with sctual government.
al ownership only a remote possi-
billty, governmental control of a

much closer sort than now prevalls

18 not 80 impossible, That there are
abuses in radio, no one can deny. |
That these abuses are easily to be '
eradicated is not so certain. Many
of them have grown up through the
years till they have become almost
inevitable. Some of tHem may not
even be known until they be dis-
closed by this Inquiry, How shall
they be eliminated? Who shall de~
eid?e which of them. if any. is to
3
REFORMS OF COMPETITION

Well, it will be many moons be-
fore the reports are in to the Ra-
dio Commission. 1t 1s declared.
When and if they are assembled

_into a form that permits of action

" RMTR~—Fishing news.

i

will be time enough to take up that
problem. But meanwhile, some of
the more outstanding reforms
needed may be brought about
through sheer competition. And if
%0, the whole purpose of the inves-
tigation may not be attained, but
# will have been well worth while.
one might rightly say.
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