ADIO RECORDS NOTABLE
PROGRESS DURING YEAR

International Program Exchange
- and Television Broadcasts
Among Achievements

“TIMES” COMIC STRIPS OF THE AIR, KHJ, 8 A.M.
World-Wide News, 10:15 p.m.

What has radio accomplished in 1931? Perhaps a word or two
from the Columbia Broadcasting System would not be amiss:

. “A record-breaking number of international broadcasts, com-
pletion of plans- for:an interchange of programs between the
United States and Europe, and a departure in musical broadcasting
by which complete concerts of the nation’s greatest symphonic or-

- chestras were brought regularly to listeners, were among the fea-
tures arranged by the Columbia Broadcasting System during 1931.

~“Sharing in Interest with these
developments were the most comi-
prehensive  sports-events schedule
yet compiled, the opening of an
experimental television station iIn
‘New York, the development of the
fifteen-minute daily program in the
popularization of singers, improve-
ment of morning programs so that
housewlves ‘may enjoy the best of
. entertainment, the divorcing of re-
lglous programs from commercial
sponsorship, and great technical Im-
yrovements affecting both station
end. network systems.

TRANSOCEANIC FEATURES

“Inciuded in the ninety-three
broadcasts which came from ten
nations of four continents was an
event which may properly have
historic vaiue in the flelds of eom-
munication and religion. Tha’ was

- the broadcast by Pope Pius XTI of
en address to the world when the
powerful Vatican City station, HVJ,
was opened on Thursday, Fabruary
12

*Other international broad-
casts which captufed great as-
‘tention during the 7ye2ar ‘a-
ciuded an address hy Mahatma
“Gandhi, who had never seen
& microphone until Sunday,
September 13, when he spoke
.from Kingsley House Settle-
ment while visiting London, and
-#A Little Talk -on Russia,” by
.George Bernard Shaw in which
he began his now celebrated ut-
‘terances with the salutation,
“Hello, all you dear old boobs.”

HANDS ACROSS SEAS

“In consequence of a midsummer
European visit by Wililam S, Pa-
ley, president of Columbia. plans
were instituted for the regular in-
térchange of programs between the
United States and several Euro-
pean countrles. The idea behind
this proposal was to acquaint the
zeveral foreign. nations with the
most representative of = American
programs.

_ "One program already has been
sent abroad—a part of a broadcast
by the New York Philharmonic-
Symphony Orchestra—~and  other
broadcasts already have been
scheduled.

SYMPHONY MUSIC

"In regard to symphonic muslc,
QOolumbia has brosdcast regularly
the Sundsy- dfternoon concerts of
the New York Philharmonic, and
during the summer season put on
the alr the Lewissohn Stadium con-
certs under the direction of world-
{amous conductors.

- "Another musical feature was the
presentation under commercial
sponsorship of a series of full-length
concerts of the Philadeiphia Or-
;.‘rlllestrs Leopold Stokowski conduct-
B
SPORTS

“Another feature of the year was
a sports event schedule covering fif-
teen types of athletic contests, with
both outdoor and indoor games in-
cluded. With football probabiy
commanding the largest audiences.
the Columbla network was divided
sectionally In many cases so that
cach part of the country couid listen
to the games of most local inter-
est.

"On one Saturday aftermoon, for
instance, games in New Engiand, the
Middie Atiantic district and the
South were carried separately to
gﬂdiron enthuslasts.

TELEVISION

“The opening of an experimental
television station, W2XAB, was &
high light of the year. Mayor James
J. Walker of New York officiated at
the inaugural program on July 24,
and the voices of the Mayor and
Columbia entertainers were trans-
mitted over the network as they
atood before the 'fiying spot,’ which
‘picked up their images and sent
them to the limited area now
served by - television.

~ So for 1932—what in radio? Tele-
vision, perhaps—and ' a host of
_‘things that radio stations through-
“-out the land will launch upon the
‘wraves in argosies of sound and
sight.
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