'~ 801

) Trlnll

HILDREN'S HOUR OF KHJ
SCON TO GO ON AIR AGAIN

Uncle John and Original Juvenile
Entertainers to Have Reunion,
Thanks to Santa Claus

“TIMES™ COMIC STRIPS OF THE AIR, KHJ, 8 AM.
World-Wide News, 10:15 p.m.

BY JOBN S, DAGGETT
Santa Claus is bringing back the Children’s Hour of old XHJ,
the nicest Christmas present that I could receive. It will mean a
reunion with the original children of the Children's Hour which I

loved so dearlv.

Eleven programs are to be presented over KHJ beginning next
Friday, from 6 to 6:30 p.m. The schedule includes Mondays,
5:30 to 5 p.m.; Wednesday and Fridays from 6 to 6:30.

The Children’s Hour came into be-q
ing with the initial program of
KHJ. April 13, 1922, when James
‘W. Foley, beloved poet of Pasadena.
toid the first bedtime story. The
reception accorded the innovation
resulted in a decision to continue
e bedtime stories. I told them
fightly, most of them being im-
promptu ramblings regarding my
actual experjences with children
gnd the creatures ol nature. The

* development of the Children’s Hour

was natural—lke Topsy it just
grew. Very soon, the children be-
gan visiting the studio to hear the
bediime stories. It was merely
on order of sequence that Uncle
John called some of the little tots
over to the microphone.
JUVENILE STORY-TELLER
“Don't you koow & story?” 1
asked liitle curly-headed Richard
Headrick one night. He beamed
witl smiles—walked over to the
microphore promptly and told his

'~ little siory.

Man: persons have asked how the

name Uncle John originated, and
here are the deiails:
~ One night my nephew. Byron

Harvey from Chicago. was in ihe

" studio and I said—"1 have a guest

here lads and lassies—my sisier’s
who is on his way to enter
Stanford University,” Addressing
my visitor, I continued: "I hope.
Bryon, you will not be as fresh a
freshman as I was when I entered
Stanford back in 1896. Won't you
tell them a bedtime story?™

“1 should say not.” he replied
with a laugh. “I'd rather hear you
tell them one. Uncle John.”

SOBRIQUET ADOPTED

After the program was over two
oz three pecple calling ou the tele-
phone addressed me as Uncle John,
end many letters came in addressed
to “Uncle John.” The little siars
of the Children's Hour immediate-
Iy took it up.

The reunion this Christmastide
will be decidedly interesting, for
four years have elapsed since the
Children's Hour was discontinucd.
Even this passing of time has
brought startling ¢hanges.

ALL GROWN UP

Queen Tiania is as tall as I
am—a full-fledged young lady:
Leon Janney, “The Boy Monologist™
i< an upstanding young man with
the poise and address of & United
Siates Scnator. Richard Headrick
is already a nationally known ju-
venile evangelist. Dick Winslow is
in higlt schcol and has taken or
sixty pounds since he was last “The
Boy Reporter,” Oh, of course. dis-
tinct changes in voice will be noted,
but I feel sure the hosts in radio-
land will recognize their, little
1riends.

Radio is a commercialized busi-
ness. Were there no sponsors. there
would be practically no radio. That
is why my Children’s Hour has
been off the air for four years.
Its return is sponsored by one of
the leading department stores of
the city, constituting a good-will
Ereeting,
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