LOCKING OF CLARK-TRIAL
BROAD CAST PLAN LAUDED

v

'Refu‘sa‘l of Judge

Microphones i

Murray to Allow
in Courtroom

Sets Precedent

“TIMES” COMIC STRIPS OF THE AIR, KHJ, 8 AM.
World- Wide News at 10 p.m., KHJ

BY JOIN 8, DAGGETT .
The attempt of local stations to place microphones in a Su-
perior Court and broadeast the Clark murder trial and the sub-
sequent denial of the privilege by Supgrior Judge Murray have es-

tablished an interestine orecedent.

Time may alter the situation

put the Judge has been highly commended for his derision not to
allow thte hearing to be featured on the air.

The judge and the jury unques-
tionably had first command of the
attention of witnesses. A micro-
phone would undoubtedly prove a
distracting influence with the reali-
zation that tens of thousands of
people niight be listening in. Tliere

would be the further grave danger
of tliose participating in a trial re-
sorting to the micrcphone for po-
litical aggrandizement or other self-
ish interests,

RE-CREATED OVER RADIO

Judge Murray hewed to the line
with the realization that he is paid
by the public and that while the
future may alter the direction of
duty and introduce the microphone

p—that time has not yet arrived. As
yet there are no specific radio laws
covering this situation.. - While a
broadcast station took the tran-
script- and. utilizing -several actors,
gave a re-creation of the.trial by
radio. this attempt was also quite
 misleading to many hundreds .of
 people who tuned in during - the
course of its. presentation. Realiz-
ing this. later .in the broadcast the
fact that it wa§ a dramatization
and not the real thing was ‘an-
nounced from .time to time:. Inci-
dentally. the attempt was'sald to
have been very successfully carmried
out. but Judge Murray stipulated
from’ the bench that he wanted it
distinctly understood that it was
not his volce which was speaking
as the judge of Department 25 of
the Superior Court, situated .on the
eighth floor of the Hall of Justice.

REALISM TREND OF AGE

. Radlo 1s still an unknown qQuan-
tity from a psychological standpoint.
It is a fact that the presentation
of news over the air Is quite dif-
ferent from the printed columns
of a newspaper or the discussion
over the teacups and the clubs.
Because -0of the unknown factor as
to who is listening in. where. when
and why—the full effect of radio
broadcast is as yet an unanswered
question.

Realism Is the trend of the age.
Apparently the public is hungry
for it and radio has served as. a
most powerful adjunct to that end.
The next step will be television
which. if consummated successfully.
will bring realism to the:public as
never before in the history of the
world. The writer doubts, however.
that the activities of superlor courts
will be presented in this way for
several years to come. Radio is a
mass unity and may be either a solid
overcast sky or the clarity of ra-
diant sunshine. If utilized for the
interests of humanity. the warmth
of sunshine will prevail. but If
adapted to commercialism and' self-
ish interests—the clouds will hang

heavily.
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