NHILDREN URGE COMICS
BE READ OVER RADIO

‘;J

“Times’ Announcer Asks Response
and Gets 1000 Replies From
Little Listeners

7 “TIMES” COMIC STRIPS OF THE AIR KHJ, 8 A M.
World-wide News, 10 p.m.

BY JOHN S. DAGGETT

“Don't fool yourselr—nobody gets up at 8 o’clock on Snnday
morning to hear the funny papers—you haven'ta corpoml's guard.

A radio-wise gentleman, who Knows static by 1t Trst name
and totes about a title as radio advertlsing adviser, dlscouraged
Doug Douglas in just that fashion as Doug trekked each Sunday
morning to the KHJ studios to read The Times funnies.

Climbing out of bed at 6 am.. (" Parker (C.)

journeying to the studio and be-
ing the first program after the
Lord's Prayer each Sunday morn-
ing isn't just what anyone would
be mad about, particularly i{ there
is no audience on the air. So
»Doug.” deciding to trek no more it
kiddies weren't listening. grabbed
the microphonc one Sunday morn-
ing. told the children what the ex-
pert sald and asked that every child
;ﬁte . if he really was listening

Did they write? One thousand
letters poured into the studio and
The Times and theyre still drib-
bling in,

aAnd the radio-wise gentleman
shook his head and said. "It ain't
right.” Children have other uses
for thelr ears than to cry when
they are being scrubbed. “Little
pitchers.” perhaps, but the parents
who dream a child canhot be in-
trigued or taught or entertained by
radio had better wake up. Radio
stations who cater to children not
at ali are not so bright as thelr
broken-arched elder admirers may
tell them they are. The station
“that rocks the cradle with a bit of
genuine child entertainment” will
rule the radio world. The sponsor
that overlooks “the kids" had bet-
ter dip deeper into the study of
what 1s out “beyond the micro-
phone.”

Civilization is truly a veneer. for
of all the comic pages boys and
girls rcad almost five to one pre-
ferred as first choice a comic plung-
ing them deep into the jungles, re-
plete with lions. tigers. savages and
primitive excitement. The spirit of
adventure before the arrival of top-
coats and trafiic sighals runs ram-
psnt through the child heart, while
for second choice the antics of &
regular kid and his gang swept the
field. Not a bad boy. Just a mis-
chlevous one, who. bedecked in his
Sunday best. always returned home
with tpams well ripped and eyes 8
bit. blacked

One of the outstanding features
of the heavy mail were letters from
parents who for the first time had
been saved the task of “reading the
funnles” to the children. Some dads
who had no more humor than a
wooden Indian or who wanted to
read the serious things offered up
ralses because they had been re-
teved. “Aw, daddy please read me
ths funnies. p-l-e-a-s-¢,” is a na-
tional war cry Sunday morhings,
and often successive cries until
father surrenders. Mothers took up
the pen too. but—you should have
seen the ‘letters of the kids.” Theyre
a riot—children 3% up to 14 years
of age. boys and girls.

* “Dear Comi¢ Man:

I am going to write now so
I will not forget it. The funny
I llke best is Tarzan, He is al-
ways getting out of trouble.”
And here’s another—

I HUke the Gumps best. I
Hsten to you every Sunday. You
are a nice man I thought and

et I do.”

ut the highlight of it all was a
S'I-yesr-old war veteran who wrote,

"Dad burn it—I'm far from

8 kid but you've got to register

my vote for Reg'lar Fellers, We

‘boys’ at the Veterans’ Home

are just as big kids as any.”

80 we salute ‘the kids' and The
Times will trek with its funnies to
KHJ, even u it is 'so darn early.’
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