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11 TO WIN FULLEST BENEFIT

Pubhc Slow to Grasp Stgmhcance
' of Present Situation and Trend
2 in Control of Broadcast -
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BY JOHN S. DAGGETT

Today I would like to discus the crisis in radio. Weekly articles
‘by the writer over a period of years have endeavored to trace its
development, always in the hope that the public might be awak-
-ened to the importance of radio.
‘This situation must be grasped. A day will come when radio
-indoubtedly will prove of major importance in the solving of some
WOrld crisis. We dislike to think of another World War, cataclysms
or other forms of upheaval, but these possibilities must be con-
‘Eldered. ' Nations still are squandering billions of dollars in arma-
ments ‘while the power of radio which may prove the world’s great-

‘est armament is belng allowed to drift out of control of nations

a tne pusuc.
“A lone pen can do little to en-

and ultimate control of this great
ndlo channe! of endeavor. Yet the
:esponse today shows copclusively
that the public is beginning to:
zthlnk about radio and its adapta-
tlon Perhaps the real awakening '

wlll not come until 8 crisis is
.reached=~ :
L CHURCH BROADCAST

- It is a slsmﬂcant fact that five
Fears ago the Catholic Church again
_and again flatly refused to utilize

“radlo. Today the voice of that x?WB-—

“ehurch’ has rung around the world
‘and indications are that the broad-
.-cast medium is to be used more and
imore as time goes on.
© ‘Other religious organizations and
educatlonal endeavors are openly
decrying the fact that the tighten-
mg up of permits under dominant
.eontrol is denying to them their
.share of time on the air. The next
gesston of Congress undoubtedly will
"be called on to answer these and
vother protests concerning the radio
‘aituation. The response of Con-
gress will be in proportion to the
‘definite interest shown by the pub-
:Me. Lethargy on the part of the
:body politic inevitably means victory
for the powers in control.
writing these articles, I am

radio trust, realizing that
‘anyone probably would do the same
:thing under similar circumstances.
‘The thoughtis are expressed in the
-hope that the ideal in radio may
‘be attained. free and untrammeled
‘by selfish motive or dominant com-
‘merciallsm. Perhaps it is only
‘butting one’s head against a stone
-wall, but it should be realized that
the little dial which you turn on
-your receiving set at home may be
-made more than merely a mechan-
~leal attachment.

NEED FOR CHANGE

7 Response in time of need to the
_sppeal of the Red Cross flashes in
.American history as a true humani-
“tian  achievement. The definite
nped brought the awakening and
“rreated the reaction of loosened
purse strings. The same may be
“duplicated in radio upon the ad-
.yent of & crisis. But until such a
‘contingency arises. concessions are
“%0. become few and far between
;unless monetary return is guaran-
:teed as the impelling motive, In-
‘ternational features in radio even-
-fually will become purely contract
‘agreements, the cost of broadcast
‘to be paid either by the point of
‘arigin or by the public at place of
‘vecention.

A preliminary solution or at least

step in the right direction would
be a reallocation of wave lengths
glving to educational broadcast a
falr amount of time on the air.
This applies also to religious en-
deavor. Careful observation of ra-
:dlo on the part of the writer justl-
fles the statement that religion is
not dead in the world and that
through radio a dramatic turning
along religlous lines will be brought
about. The public has been invited
fo gormandize on music. a stipu-
lated background of practically all
sponsored programs. The public
wants something more substantial
more soul-satisfying.
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