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BY JOHN S. DAGGE’I‘T
Tne Tower of The Times was visited yesterday by Col. J. D.
Davis, former United States cavalryman, pioneer newspaper man,
whose activities date back to 1886 and include notable service on
both the New York World and the New York Herald.
“We welcome you, Col. Davis.”

“What do you think of radio?” we asked him.

What would

radio have meant to you in your early days?”

“In my early days as & military
nan. we used to find communica-
;ion between camps and outlying
josts very trying. Especially was
his true during the winter months
vhen mall service was received
spasmodically. and often at the out-
yving frontier posts we were out of
:ouch with the outside world for
reeks at & time.

RADIO AID NEEDED

“Then when we were in the field
1igainst Indians. the only means we
1ad of communicating was by
ourier. What a boun radio would
1ave been in the early days of In-
iian troubles on the frontier. Just
hink what radio would have meant
;0 Gen. O. Howard when he chased
Chief Joseph across the northern
Joundary of the United States.

“Think what it would have been
0 Gen. George Custer if he had
seen able to announce to the main
sody of his expedition that he had
iiscovered the Stoux. Think what
it would have been to Gen. Crook
and others who chased after Geron-
‘mo. Then the heliograph was
used to a greater or less extent. but
> course this was ineffectual unless
there was a bright sun. And the
flashes from the mirrors of the he-
liograph told their story in a way
to the Indians.

“If there had ‘been radio, there
would have been much less fighting
and straying from the reservations
of the Indian. This, of course, tells
you of how radio would have been
appreciated by those who knew the
West before fences and trails were
known.”

WEAKNESS IN PROGRAMS

“But what of radio today, Col.
Davis?” we asked.

“To me, the weakness of radio is
in the weakness of the programs
that are offered over the air every
night. There is seldom anything
that is constructive or educational
in value and there is a great oppor-
tunity to educate thc masses and
teach them many of the things that
would make for the betterment of
mankind.

“There are in this country today
thousands upon thousands of aliens
who are keen on learning something
of our government. They go to
night schools and other sources to
prepare themselves to become citi-
zens and to know what the United
States really stands for. Radic
helps them practically not at all
If it did there might be fewer Reds
in this country than there are today.

“The Red menace today is far
more important than the so-called
Indian red menace of years ago
Radio can do much to destroy the
Communistic propaganda that is
being broadcast by means of soar
box orators and pamphlets. But
there are no programs that I know
of that offer any constructive in-
formation as to our government or
opposing the activities of the Com-
munist.

“Radio is supposed to be dedicated
to the desire of the masses. It it
not. Today it represents an effort
to please either the highbrows whe
care little about Communism or the
jazz-mania age of youth who care

less. regarding matters which
threaten this nation and world
peace.

SELECTIVITY RULES

~Selectivity has been a paramount
word in radio from its very begin-
nings. in fact, a bone of contention.
The word selectivity however, has
been applied only to the technical
side of radio channels. Radio has
reached a point where selectivity
should be applied in the discrimina-
tory development of programs for
the good of the nation, and the
public.

"I do not believe that radio was
brought into the world simply for
the dissemination of music and
merchandise. It has n higher duty
to perform, but from my observa-
tion it Is very rapidly being thrown,
manacled and shackled into the
padded cell of commercialisnt.

"I may be an old-timer. but I am
neither pessimistic nor old-fash-
jioned. I still court the adaptation
of all new impulses for the best
good of the public in the same way
that I followed the trail of the
Sicux and-the Cheyennes.” ~
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